First Sunday of Advent – Year A

The new church year is ushered in with the season of Advent.  It is primarily a time of spiritual preparation for Christmas – the feast which celebrates the birth of Christ and the beginning of our salvation.  This is a time especially blessed by God which summons us to stay awake and to prepare in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Advent is an invitation to renew our Christian commitment and to start living the life that Christ’s first coming, over 2,000 years ago, made possible in order to prepare for his final coming at the end of time.  The reality of life in this world is that everything will eventually end.

If the real meaning of Christmas is to be kept in the forefront of our minds, a conscious decision must be made to enter into the proper spirit of Advent.  At the beginning of this season, a call to conversion is addressed to all of us because God wants us to grow closer to him and to experience the warmth of his love more deeply.  We do this by opening our hearts to receive his Son Jesus Christ into our lives.  His presence can be experienced in the people we meet and in the situations that come our way each day.  He is around to be seen and welcomed in the poor and needy.  However, if God is to do his work in us, we must first remove the obstacles which prevent his birth in our soul.  Any behavior which is unworthy of our Christian calling demands a rooting out.  We give God access to our lives when we set aside the things of the world which bring unhappiness and weary our hearts.  Casting off the deeds of darkness affords us the opportunity to live in the light of the gospel.

Unfortunately, since human nature will always choose the way of least resistance, many of us pass through Advent without grasping what God wants to do in our lives through Jesus.  Our thoughts are all to often centered on the earthly material aspects of Christmas because our senses are bombarded by the glitter and shine of commercial advertisements, encouraging us to greed and selfishness.  The eternal Son of God seeks an entry into our innermost being so that he may share his life with us.  He stands at the door and knocks, but will not come in uninvited.  This is our opportunity to welcome him and advance on our spiritual journey by walking in the light of the Lord.



ST. BERNARD’S SCHEDULE FOR 

ADVENT, CHRISTMAS  & NEW YEAR’S 
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EVENING PRAYER at 7 pm

Beginning on Dec. 2nd every Thursday during Advent

Sunday, Dec. 12th  @ 2:00 pm

Penitential Service for Families, Adults and Children.

Sunday, Dec. 19th  @ 2 pm

Advent Pageant

December 24th/10 Christmas Eve

5:00 p.m. (family mass)  &

8:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.
Dec. 24th - (at St. Bartholomew @ 5 pm & at St. Vincent’s @ 8 pm)
Christmas Morning

11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 26th Feast of the Holy Family

11:00 a.m
December 31st/10 New Year’s Eve 
(Mary, Mother of God)
6:00 p.m.
January 1st/11 New Year’s Day
11:00 a.m.

Sunday, January 2nd/11 Epiphany of the Lord
11:00 a.m.                       
