4th Sunday of Advent                                                           December 19, 2010
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Joih us for Evening Prayer




 “She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)
WELCOME TO

THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)
           & SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)
† MASS SCHEDULE †
St. Bernard’s: Thurs. @ 9:30 am;       Sat. @ 4 pm & Sun. @ 11 am
St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9 am; St. Clement & St. Bartholomew: Sat. @ 7 pm (alternating)

Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.
PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll                   Social Justice:
Claudia McCloskey                  
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                     Adult Faith:
Dr. Andrew Wilson
Catechetics: Carolyn O’Blenis, carolynoblenis@yahoo.com
STAFF:
Secretary:    Angela Wilson, sbhf@rogers.com
Custodian:
Rick Cormier
                
Bookkeeper:  Barb Nolan, barbaranolan@rogers.com
Facilities & Activities Coordinator:  Sam Ermen

OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 
Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday 9 am to 12 pm & 1 pm to 4 pm
Mass Intentions for this Week 
 
Thurs. Dec.23  @   9:30 am late Emmett & Valerie Byron

                The family
Fri. Christmas Eve @ 5 pm  late Bill Greenlaw



   Boyd Clory

Fri. Christmas Eve @ 8 pm  late Howard, Octavie,Frank, Ricky Shean           The family

Fri. Christmas Eve @10 pm anniv. late Ruth Poirier                                        The family

Sat.Christmas Day @ 11 am late John & Eileen Sullivan                                   son Mike     
Sun. Dec.26 @ 11:00 am  anniv. late Ray MacKinnon

        Valerie & family
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OFFERINGS from last weekend Dec. 11th & 12th/10
(366) Envelopes  $7,026.40; Loose $443.04;  Needy @ Christmas (19) $1055.00; 
 Christmas Boxes (11) $730.00; Christmas Flowers (24) $702.00;
Christmas Offering (5) $185.00; New Year (1) $5.00
 Karing Kitchen $94.15;   Capital Expenditure (51) $5,385.00
Thank you for your generous and continued support
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BUILDING COMMITTEE NEWS
The construction work in and around the Church is continuing and good progress is being made.  It's an exciting time at St. Bernard's!  As you know, the construction work currently underway is the first phase of the renovations, maintenance and repairs that are being supported through the $1,000,000 capital campaign.  Your generous financial support is necessary for this important work to continue.  If you haven't yet had the opportunity to make your financial contribution to St. Bernard's Capital Campaign, you are encouraged to do so.  For information on how you can make a financial contribution to the campaign, please contact the Parish office.
Strong Roots, New Growth…
Building Our Future!
PLEASE TAKE NOTE
The Parish Office will be closed at Noon on Friday, Dec. 24th, Monday, Dec. 27th & Tues. Dec. 28th.  We will close again on Dec. 31st at noon & Monday, Jan. 3rd.  For emergencies, you may leave a message on the phone as this will be checked periodically during the holidays.
Please note that there will be no Saturday 4 pm Mass on Dec. 25th or Jan. 1st due to the Holy Days of Christmas & New Years.

Fr. Carroll and the staff wish you a very Holy Christmas and a New Year full of God’s blessings.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Mon @ 7:00 pm– Charismatic Prayer Group 

Tues. @ 7:30 pm – Rosary for the Unborn
3rd Tuesday of every Month @ 6:30 pm
                               Carmelite Secular Order

Thurs after 9:30 am Mass –Circle of Friends

Last Sat. of every month @ 8 to 9:30 am

        Prayer for Priests – in the main church 
1st Sunday of the month @ 3:00 pm – 

                           Franciscans Secular Order  
Dec. 19th @ 2 pm – Advent Pageant

Dec. 23rd @ 7 pm – Evening Prayer

Dec. 24th @ 5 pm – Christmas Eve-family
Dec. 24th @ 8 pm & 10 pm – Christmas Eve

Dec. 25th @ 11 am – Christmas Mass
Dec. 26th @ 11 am – Feast of Holy Family

Dec. 31st @ 6 pm – Mary, Mother of God

Jan. 1st @ 11 am  - Mary, Mother of God
Jan. 2nd @ 11 am – Epiphany of the Lord

Jan. 4th & 11th – Baptism Preparation

Jan. 30th @ 2 pm – Baptisms
Ecclesiastes3…Under every season there is a time…
A TIME TO HEAL… we remember in our prayers those who are sick…      Dorilla Lavigne, Nella Sonier, Dorothea Beil & Donald Melanson
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A TIME TO MOURN…our sincere sympathies to the family of Vera Donovan 
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Prayers for our 
Troops…
we pray for: 
Rob Lang and for Kevin Dunphy, great-nephew  of Florence & Patricia Dunphy  
From your Catechetics Coordinator
[image: image18.emf]Regular Gatherings every Sunday at 9:45 am & 12 pm
Evening Gatherings every other Sunday @ 7 pm :  
▪ December 19th – There will be an Advent Pageant on Sunday @ 2 pm in the church hall.  There will be no regular Catechism classes in the morning.  
▪ December 19th – There will be no evening classes for the Level 6 & 7 groupings – classes will resume on Jan. 9th –see below.
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I would like to take this time to wish the catechists, parents and children a very blessed and holy Christmas season.  We have had a busy fall season and I really appreciate your patience and support through the many adjustments we have had to make.  The New Year will be easier I am sure. 

God Bless,            Carolyn
▪ Catechism classes will resume on Jan. 9th; there will be new schedules available on Dec. 12th & 19th for anyone wanting them.
▪ On Jan. 9th @ 6 pm to 7:30 pm, there will be a Pot Luck Supper for the Confirmation candidates, their sponsors and parents.

▪ Please note the time of this Pot Luck as this will replace the regular 7 pm gathering.
IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS
You can still order your copy of THE ARCHDIOCESE’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR-ALBUM.
► Contains 160 pages in full color

► More than 250 pictures

► Stories on Diocesan Life: 


● Pastoral Activity


● Parishes and Units


● Movements


● History of the Diocese

Reserve your copy from your Parish Office by calling 857-0425     Price $30.00
ADVENT EVENING PRAYER
All parishioners of our parish unit are invited and encouraged to gather for Evening Prayer on Thursday evenings during Advent, at 7 p.m., at 

St. Bernard’s Church next Thursday, Dec.  23rd/10
Christmas Flowers
Remembering our Deceased Family and Friends with Christmas Flowers

You can still make monetary donations for our Christmas season floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.   Donations may be put in a plain envelope specifying ‘Christmas Flowers’ and placed in the collection basket or dropped off at the parish office.  
Posting of Direct Deposits & Web donations have not been recorded in the bulletin since May.  To date (Dec. 15th) we have received a total of 59 donations totaling $3,368.60 for Sunday collections & 523 donations totaling $20,476.11 for Elevator Fund.  Your continued generosity is always appreciated.  In the future, this will be recorded as it previously was with the weekly collections.

                              Barb Nolan, Bookkeeper
CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES

To Marie Hebert who is celebrating her 75th Birthday on Sunday, Dec. 19th.



Schedule for  Christmas & New Year
Advent Pageant Sunday, Dec. 19th 

@ 2 pm – Everyone Invited!
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Christmas Eve at St. Bernard’s

5 pm (family mass)

 8 pm & 10 pm

(at St. Bartholomew @ 5 pm & 
at St. Vincent’s @ 8 pm)
Christmas Morning at St. Bernard’s
11:00 am

(there will be no 4 pm Mass this Sat.)
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Feast of the Holy Family, Sunday, 

Dec. 26th @ 11 am St. Bernard’s
(at St. Vincent’s 9 am)

New Year’s Eve – Mary, Mother of God @ 6 pm at St. Bernard’s
(at St. Vincent’s @ 7 pm)
New Year’s Day, Mary, Mother of God

11:00 am at St. Bernard’s
(there will be no 4 pm Mass this Sat.)
Sunday, January 2nd 
Epiphany of the Lord 
St. Bernard’s –11 am 

(St. Vincent’s  – 9 am)
Fourth Sunday of Advent – Year A

Everyone has, at times during life, experienced moments of doubt, confusion and anxiety.  In this gospel story, we find Joseph in a state of embarrassment because Mary, his betrothed, is with child.  Being a man of honor, he felt the right thing to do was to break his ties and divorce her informally.  At the last moment, an angel appeared to him in a dream explaining that the child that Mary would give birth to was the work of the Holy Spirit.  He was told not to be afraid to take Mary home as his wife and to adopt her child as his own.  There was a divine plan which Mary and he were to share and put in motion.  With great patience and humility, Joseph accepted the vocation for which God had chosen him, even though he felt his unworthiness to act as the foster father of a child who came from God.  Joseph played a major role in the events of the first Christmas at Bethlehem.  The most striking thing about Joseph is the manner in which he opened himself whole-heartedly to God in quiet faith.  No spoken word of his has been recorded, but the facts of his life point to a person utterly obedient to the word of God.  He was a humble man caring for a young wife and very much at peace in seeing the child Jesus growing in wisdom and maturity.  As the drama of life unfolded for the Holy Family, the vision of the angel seemed far away because there were many things which he did not know or understand.  His obedience to God’s call was not without its difficulties or uncertainties, but he welcomed every happening as an opportunity for increasing in holiness.   

Joseph was a man who gave everything in the service of Christ.  His example gives us courage to face problems in a similar spirit and to keep on believing when all seems hopeless.  Along with Mary, he is singled out as the one who can best prepare us for Christmas.  We are asked to receive Christ as freely and fully into our hearts as he did, and to make the major decisions of our lives based on the faith given to us from God.

FROM THE OFFICE OF LITURGY: Upcoming workshop opportunities for Liturgical Ministers, 

with facilitator Claudette Derdaele:

Proclaiming God’s Word: a workshop for Lectors; addressing spirituality, skills, and role of the Lector.  Saturday, January 15th, from 9 am – 2:30 pm, at Holy Family Church, Moncton.  Please register by Monday, January 10th.
Sunday Celebration of the Word:  A workshop for Liturgical Ministers (Music Ministry, Lectors, Presiders, Assistants, Ushers, Candle Bearers, etc.). What do parish liturgical ministers need to know to prepare and celebrate this ritual, if or when the need arises in your parish. Wednesday, February 2nd, from 7-9 pm, St. Bernard’s Church, Moncton. Please register by Thursday, January 27th.

Service at the Table of God: a workshop for Extraordinary Ministers of Communion; addressing spirituality, role, and skills of the Eucharistic Minister. Saturday, February 19th, from 9 am – 2:30 pm, Holy family Church, Moncton. Please register by Monday, February 14th.

There is no fee for these workshops; however, please register in advance (to ensure adequate handouts, and lunch on Saturday workshops) by contacting:  Deb  857-9531, ext. 296, or Deb.diocesemoncton@bellaliant.com
See posters.

DIOCESAN CENTRE – The Diocesan Centre offices and the Vision Bookstore will be closed from Friday, December 24th until Sunday, January 2nd inclusively. During this period, the schedule for masses and other liturgical celebrations will be posted under ‘Parish Bulletins’ on the diocesan website at www.diocesemoncton.ca .




From the Office of Faith Development
"To become human implies two realities.  It means to become someone, to have cultivated our gifts, and also to be open to others, to look at them not with a feeling of superiority with with eyes of respect.  It means to become men and women with the wisdom of love.  For this, we often need help."  This excerpt is taken from the introduction of Becoming Human by Jean Vanier, this year's book study.  In Becoming Human, Vanier explores 5 topics: loneliness, belonging, healing, freedom and forgiveness which he believes are the keys to providing the help we need to become who we are meant to be. Jean Vanier is the founder of L'Arche, an international network of communities for people with mental disabilities.  He has received numerous distinctions and awards in recognition of his contributions to society, including the Companion of the Order of Canada and the Legion of Honour from France.  Sessions begin on Wednesday, January 12th and continue mostly bi-weekly; they take place at Holy Family Church Hall, Moncton from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Books cost $15 each and are available from the Vision Bookstore at the Diocesan Centre, Amirault Road, Dieppe.  These sessions provide participants an opportunity to talk about fundamental aspects of our faith, often encouraging them to dig deeper to find answers to challenging situations.  To register and reserve your copy of the book, contact Ellen Bennett at ellen.diocesemoncton@nb.aibn.com or 857-9531, ext. 227.  
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This

Christmas

End a quarrel.

Seek out a forgotten

Friend, dismiss suspicion,

And replace it with trust….

Write a love letter.  Share some

Treasure.  Give a soft answer. En-

courage youth.  Manifest your loyalty in

 word and deed.  Keep a promise.  Find the

time.  Forgo a grudge.  Forgive an enemy.  Listen.

Apologize if you were wrong.   Try  to understand.

Flout envy.  Examine your demands on others.  Think

First of someone else.   Appreciate.  Be kind;  be gentle.

Laugh a little.  Laugh a little more.  Deserve confidence.

Take up arms against malice.  Decry complacency.  Express your

Gratitude.   Go to church.  Welcome a stranger.  Gladden the heart

Of a child.  Take pleasure in the beauty and wonder of the earth.  Speak

Your love.  Speak

It again.  Speak

It still once again.

 Wishing peace and joy to all this 

Christmas season!

Best wishes for a happy and prosperous New Year!
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