                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       1st Sunday of Advent


                         November 27th 2011  
Beware; keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 

(Mark 13:33)
WELCOME TO
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THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

& SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)

† MASS SCHEDULE †

St. Bernard’s:  Thurs. @ 9:30 am;       Sat. @ 4 pm & Sun. @ 11 am
St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9 am; St. Clement & St. Bartholomew: Sat. @ 7 pm (alternating)

Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll                   Social Justice:
Claudia McCloskey                  
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                     Adult Faith:
Dr. Andrew Wilson
Catechetics: Carolyn O’Blenis, carolynoblenis@yahoo.com
STAFF:
Secretary:    Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com
Custodian:
Rick Cormier
                
Facilities & Activities Coordinator:  Sam Ermen

OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca

OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday. 9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM 

Mass Intentions for this Week

Thurs  Dec 01st @ 9:30 am–-late Angus MacDonald & dec family members      Alice MacDonald

Sat      Nov 03rd @ 4:00 pm—late Andrew Perry                                  Joanne & Steve

Sun     Nov 04th @11:00 am—anniv. late Bob Lennox                         Jane & family
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OFFERINGS from last week Nov. 19th & 20th/11
Envelopes (340) $ 6,033.80; Loose $ 705.65
Capital Expenditure $ 245.00 All Souls (1) $ 5.00 Needy at Christmas (2) $ 40.00  

Karing Kitchen $ 43.15 Christmas Flowers (1) $ 100 Christmas Boxes (2) $300.00  Evangelization of People (1) $ 5.00 New Year’s (1) $10.00

 Thank you for your generous and continued support!
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November 27th: is the beginning of our Advent season and the CWL has requested help in filling their Christmas boxes.  The children are asked to bring in cans of soup and packages of Jell-O. I will have boxes available to deposit these items.
November 27th:  Catechism Gatherings @ 9:45 A.M. or 12:00 P.M.

Please Note:

There is an Advent Penitential Service for all families within our parish on Sunday, December 11th @ 2:00 P.M.   This is an excellent time for all youth to come and share in the healing power of Jesus as we prepare to celebrate his birth.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation should be an ongoing practice within the religious formation of our children.  So let’s make note of this celebration and plan to attend.

Father A. Carroll

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Mon @ 7:00 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group
3rd Tues of Month @ 6:30 pm – Carmelites

Last Sat. of every month @ 8 - 9:30 AM --Prayer for Priests in the main church 

1st Sun. of Month @ 3 PM -- Franciscans
Thurs. – after 9:30 AM Mass - Circle of Friends

Wednesday, Dec. 7th  – RCIA 

Next Baptism Prep – Tuesdays, December 6th & 13th

Next Baptisms – Sunday, Nov. 27th @ 2 PM

Thursday, Dec. 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd  – Advent Evening Prayer @ 7 PM

Monday, Dec. 5th @ 7:30 PM—CWL regular meeting and St. Nicholas Party

Sunday Dec. 11th@ 2PM – Advent Penitential Service – FOR ALL PARISHONERS
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Prayers for our Troops…we pray for all those who serve…. 
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A TIME TO HEAL… we remember in our prayers those who are sick…Dave Sherwood, Huberte Throop, Earl Bovard, and Melda Rossiter.
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A TIME TO MOURN….…our sincere sympathies to the families of Edward Arsenault and Donald Carter.

[image: image7.jpg]


BUILDING COMMITTEE NEWS
Parking -- There are three designated parking spaces for the disabled near the rectory garage for those who require it.  PLEASE RESPECT THE USE OF THESE SPACES FOR THOSE WHO NEED THEM.  

We also respectfully ask that no one park in front of the elevator or in the driveway.   The old parking area that was designated for the disabled is now open to all for parking.  Thanks to all for your co-operation and support. 

BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE

All the work that has been completed so far has been accomplished using available building funds – thank you for your contributions to the capital campaign!  As we are not in a position to incur debt for the additional required renovations, we are hoping that all parishioners will continue to contribute to this capital campaign.  If you would like information on how you may make a contribution to this campaign in the form of a lump sum donation or a monthly or annual commitment or other donation format, please contact the Parish Office.  Remember, without your support, we will not be able to move forward with the next phase of the required renovations.  Thank you … the Building Committee.

Strong Roots – New Growth

Building Our Future!

Sunday Missals 2011/2012

We have a limited number of Sunday Missals at the cost of $ 5.00 each.  You many purchase a copy at parish office during regular office hours while they last.
The first Saturday of the month mass will be celebrated at St. Bernard’s Church on December 3rd @ 9:30 AM.

Vision Bookstore:  Monthly sales

Come visit us at 452 Amirault St. Dieppe (Diocesan Centre) on Fri., Dec. 2th, between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and take advantage of a special monthly sale where all books and CDs (in stock) will be reduced by 10%.  
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CWL MEETING – DECEMBER 5TH @ 7:30.   Regular Meeting and St. Nicholas Party.  Money Tree, bring unwrapped gift for someone in need – man, woman or child.  Membership Dues and Reports are due. 
From the Office of Faith Development
Making Life Meaningful Through Death  The final session in this series takes place on Tuesday, November 29th at Holy Family Church Hall from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Sr. Eileen McQuaid, c.n.d., will talk about how we can move into healing through The Spiritual Lessons of Loss and Grief. Each session can stand well on its own, so you are welcome to join us for this session, even if you have not been able to come before. Please contact Ellen at ellen.diocesemoncton@nb.aibn.com or 857-9531, ext. 227 to register. 
Cultivating Hope in a Time of Change. "Hope springs eternal in the human breast" (Alexander Pope) and nothing exhibits that hope like the season of Advent - the one we rush through ... or ignore ... on our way to Christmas. Take time out to experience hope - Advent - by joining us for Cultivating Hope in a Time of Change, and retreat from the busyness of your Christmas preparations. While hope is often equated with optimism, the hope of Advent goes much deeper; it allows us to see negative and yet continue to dedicate ourselves to a transformative vision of the present and the future. Dr. Margaret Anne Smith, Director of Adult Faith with the diocese of Saint John will spend Saturday, December 3rd bringing us hope. Join us at Holy Family Church Hall, Falkland Street, Moncton from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Lunch is included; pre-registration required by Tuesday, November 29.  Contact Ellen at 857-9531, ext 227 or ellen.diocesemoncton@nb.aibn.com to register.
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Joih us for Evening Prayer




Christmas Flowers

Remembering our Deceased Family and Friends with Christmas Flowers.  Once again this year, you are invited to make monetary donations for our Christmas floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.  All monies contributed will be used to purchase flowers that will decorate our church throughout the Christmas season.  Donations may be put in a plain envelope specifying ‘Christmas Flowers’ and placed in the collection basket or dropped off at the parish office.  Please include your name, envelope number (if you have one) and full mailing address for receipt purposes as well as the names of the loved ones to be remembered.  Their names will be mentioned in the Christmas bulletin.
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Christians are called in baptism to be people of prayer, to pray always, praising God and pleading for the world.  Our priest-moderator, Fr. Carroll, encourages us at the beginning of Advent to be more cognizant of prayer during the Advent season.  Why not try gathering with the faith community for Evening Prayer?  It only takes up a half hour of your time.  We follow the format for Evening Prayer that is offered in our Catholic Book of Worship.  All parishioners of our parish unit are invited and encouraged to gather for Evening Prayer on Thursday evenings during Advent at St. Bernard’s Church at 7PM December 1st, 8th, and 15th and 22nd.

CWL HOLIDAY GIFT BASKET

[image: image11.png]"\



Your CWL is committed to supporting the Parish Capital Campaign/Elevator Fund, and again this year we will be selling tickets on a beautiful Holiday gift basket, which will be drawn for on Monday, Dec. 5th during our December meeting.  All proceeds from the ticket sales on the basket will be given to the Parish Capital Campaign/Elevator Fund.  Cost of the ticket is $1.00 each; 3 for $2.00 or $4.00 for a book of 6. Tickets can be purchased at the rectory and through CWL members or by calling Donna Shaw @ 382-0503.  Last year, we raised $2,120.00 on ticket sales of the basket with all proceeds going to our Parish Capital Campaign/Elevator Fund.

CHRISTMAS BOX CAMPAIGN

The CWL wants to express their appreciation to all the parishioners who have supported our Christmas Box Campaign.  Last year, your generous donations helped to provide assistance to over 175 individuals and families during the Christmas season. As your support for this Social Justice initiative continues, we also plan to provide help to a local organization called Turning Points, as a preventative way of breaking the cycle.  You can also help us with this important project by donating reusable shopping bags that you have at home.  If you are aware of any parishioner who needs support at this time of year, please contact Darlene McGraw at the Rectory by calling 857-0425.
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MITTEN TREE

Once again this year, our mitten tree will be placed by St. Patrick’s statue.  Some knitted mittens, scarves & hats have already been donated and are appreciated but more are needed to fill up our tree.

Knights of Columbus – Council 1310 – 84 Broadway St. -- Breakfast.  Sunday, Dec. 5th 8:30-12:30 PM.  Adults $ 5.00, children under 12 $2.00, and 5 and under are free.  Everyone welcome.

Canadian Red Cross – What if…You could make a difference in a senior’s life!  Would you consider delivering a hot meal to a senior?  Time commitment 1 hour per week.  Please call Louise Collette at 863-2650 ext 2661 to learn more.


LET’S MAKE OUR CHURCH ENVIRONMENT A SCENT FREE ZONE!!!
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The Advent season is the beginning of a new year in our liturgical church life.  Advent still remains a time of preparation; however, the focus is on a joyous preparation.  The same color of the four candles signifies the unity of the season.  We do not break it up with one week being more joyous than another.  All weeks lead us to this great celebration.   The color white connects us to the white of the Easter Candle (Paschal Candle or Christ Candle).  No matter what we celebrate throughout the liturgical year, it is always a part of the Paschal Mystery, the Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ.  We are an Easter people even during this season.

The Advent season should be an accounting of how we have lived our lives over the past year.  Have we become better disciples?  Has there been a change in our hearts?  If not what needs to change?  Has our faith life deepened?  How?  What steps have we taken to work on our relationship with God, with Jesus, with our Church community?

What are some of the acts of kindness or generosity that we could do that could start in Advent, but continue on throughout the year?  Could we adopt a senior and keep in contact with them throughout the year, by phone calls, cooking a meal, offering to drive them.  What about our caregivers who have loved ones they are taking care of.  Could we not offer to spend some time and allow them to go out for a few hours to rejuvenate them?  What about offering some time for the special care homes?  Do you play an instrument?  Could you go and offer once a month to entertain?  What about members of our community who live with cancer?  So often these people feel they are bothering other people.  They need help getting groceries, having a meal cooked or other special errands.  What about making other justice connections?
Advent is meant to be the beginning of a new heart for justice.  How will you change this Advent season for the long term?

Celebration of the Annual Advent Candlelight Event:  You and your family are invited to attend the Annual Candlelight event on Wed., Nov. 30, @ 6:30 Pm at the Crèche in front of the Moncton City Hall.  This event will consist of readings, prayers and songs to mark the beginning of the Advent season.  Everyone welcome.
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