                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       4th Sunday of Advent


                            December 18th, 2011  
“The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.” (Luke 1 30:31)
WELCOME TO
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THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

& SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)
† MASS SCHEDULE †

St. Bernard’s:  Thurs. @ 9:30 am; Sat. @ 4 pm & Sun. @ 11 am
St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9 am; St. Clement & St. Bartholomew: Sat. @ 7 pm (alternating)

Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll                   Social Justice:
Claudia McCloskey                  
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                     Adult Faith:
Dr. Andrew Wilson
Catechetics: Carolyn O’Blenis, carolynoblenis@yahoo.com
STAFF:
Secretary:    Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com
Custodian:
Rick Cormier
                
Facilities & Activities Coordinator:  Sam Ermen

OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca

OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday. 9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM 

(Christmas hours: Dec. 23 & 30 closed at noon & Dec. 26, 27, & Jan. 2 -- closed all day)
Mass Intentions for this Week

Thurs  Dec 22nd @  9:30 am–- late Doreen Warren                               Don & Darlene
Sat      Dec 24th @  5:00 pm—late Eustache LeBlanc                            Anne-Marie, Phil & Kelly
Sat      Dec 24th @  8:00 pm—anniv. late Ron Snyder                           Stella
Sat      Dec 24th @ 10:00 pm—anniv. late Ruth Poirier                         The family
Sun     Dec 25th @11:00 am—anniv. late John Claude Fortin              The family
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OFFERINGS from last week Dec. 10th/11th 
Envelopes (340) $ 6,546.55; Loose $ 530.57
Capital Expenditure (37) $ 4,488.00 Needy at Christmas (18) $ 720.00
Karing Kitchen $ 105.48 Christmas Flowers (28) $ 1,113.00 Christmas Boxes (5) $ 420.00
Christmas Offering (4) 210.00

Thank you for your generous and continued support!
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December 18th:
  Fourth Sunday of Advent--There will be no regular catechism gatherings this Sunday.  The children will all come for the Advent Pageant @ 1:30 P.M.  They will go to the rooms as assigned at their practice on Saturday.

All students in Grade 6 & 7:  There will be no regular catechism gatherings for Grades 6 & 7 on the morning of December 18th.  The students are invited to attend a pizza supper @ 6:00 P.M. with a presentation of our Advent Season by Trevor Droesbeck, the Archdiocese Youth Minister, following the meal.  I will need to know who will be attending so there will be enough food for everyone. Please call the office @ 857-0425, or Email: carolynoblenis@yahoo.com, or let me know personally on the weekend.

December 25th:


Christmas Break no catechism

January 1st:


New Year’s Day no catechism

January 8th:


Catechism will resume.

Circle of Friends --- please note:  There are no gatherings for the remainder of  2011.  Gatherings will resume again January 2012.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Mon @ 7:00 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group
3rd Tues of Month @ 6:30 pm – Carmelites

Last Sat. of every month @ 8 - 9:30 AM --Prayer for Priests in the main church 

1st Sun. of Month @ 3 PM -- Franciscans
Thurs. – after 9:30 AM Mass - Circle of Friends –done for 2011--will resume in 2012

Wednesday, Dec. 21st  – RCIA 

Next Baptism Prep – Tuesday, January 3rd & 10th  
Thursday, Dec. 22nd  – Advent Evening Prayer @ 7 PM

Sunday, Dec. 18th @ 2PM--Advent Pageant

The Diocesan Centre and the Vision Bookstore will be closed Wed.-Dec. 21st.  

Also, the Diocesan Centre offices and the Vision Bookstore will be closed from Saturday, December 24th until Monday, January 2nd inclusively.  During this period, the schedule for masses and other liturgical celebrations will be posted under ‘Parish Bulletins’ on the diocesan website at www.diocesemoncton.ca
[image: image7.jpg]



Prayers for our Troops…we pray for all those who serve…. 
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A TIME TO HEAL… we remember in our prayers those who are sick…
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A TIME TO MOURN….…our sincere sympathies to the families of Rita Milner  and  Jeannette Carey.
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BUILDING COMMITTEE NEWS As you know, the Building Committee has committed to a "pay as we go" approach for all renovation and construction projects.  This approach ensures that the Parish does not incur any debt as we make improvements to our Church.  With all the work that has been completed so far with the funds you so generously donated to our capital campaign, we are now in a position where these funds have been depleted.  The Construction and Maintenance Committee has worked very hard to get the best value for each dollar that was spent in projects such as the installation of a new heating system, our new elevator, the new barrier-free washrooms in the basement, the new Fr. McDevitt meeting room, the new fire alarm and emergency lighting systems, an upgraded electrical distribution system, and many more smaller improvements.  What our "pay as we go" approach also means is that a number of projects underway have now come to a standstill.  Projects such as the new barrier-free washroom next to the family room, the railing on the new barrier free ramp in the basement hall leading to the kitchen is not yet completed and the refinishing of a small room in the bell tower area as a vestment room are only partially completed.  Your commitment to the capital campaign over the last number of years is greatly appreciated, and we believe that you see all that has been accomplished.  Your help and on-going support is critical to keep these projects moving.  If you are able to contribute to the capital campaign, please contact the Parish office

Strong Roots – New Growth ---- Building Our Future!
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Remembering our Deceased Family and Friends with Christmas Flowers.  Once again this year, you are invited to make monetary donations for our Christmas floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.  All monies contributed will be used to purchase flowers that will decorate our church throughout the Christmas season.  Donations may be put in a plain envelope specifying ‘Christmas Flowers’ and placed in the collection basket or dropped off at the parish office.  Please include your name, envelope number (if you have one) and full mailing address for receipt purposes as well as the names of the loved ones to be remembered.  Their names will be mentioned in the Christmas bulletin.
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ADVENT EVENING PRAYER

All parishioners of our parish unit are invited and encouraged to gather for the remaining session of Evening Prayer on Thursday evening during Advent at St. Bernard’s Church at 7PM December 22nd.

.Karing Kitchen Support

As we enter into the festive season where so much time is spent with friends and families around food, we are called to think of those whose family is the group of individuals they eat with at the soup kitchen. The monthly numbers of meals served at the Karing Kitchen, which is only one of the area soup kitchens, is growing at an alarming rate. As in past years, we have been invited to participate in the ‘Let’s Do Lunch’ program. A donation made to the Karing Kitchen can be placed in an envelope (there are some cards available at the church entrances) along with your information for mailing of a tax receipt (for a donation of $10.00 or greater). You can let your family and friends know in your Christmas calls or letters that you have remembered them in this special way during the season of giving.
IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS

THE ARCHDIOCESE’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR-ALBUM.

► Contains 160 pages in full color, 
► More than 250 pictures

► Stories on Diocesan Life, Pastoral Activity, Parishes and Units, Movements, and History of the Diocese.  You may purchase a copy from your Parish Office for $ 20.00.

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH  -- YEAR END

All donations must be received prior to December 31st if they are to be included in the 2011 tax year.
BISHOP'S APPEAL
 To maintain the present services and answer to new needs, the Diocese has reinstated its annual Bishop's Appeal. Please give generously. The future of the Diocese and its response to the mission of the Church depend on your contribution.  For more information, please contact the Archdiocese of Moncton Foundation, 506-857-9531 ext. 292.
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From the Office of Faith Development"
. "My own experiences of change encourage me to believe that is is often precisely those times when we are 'dislodged' and forced to leave our accustomed comfort zones to embrace (or resist!) a new phase of our lives that we really do receive an invitation to 'begin to set ourselves free.' What lies on the other side of chaos? ... No one knows, and none can predict."The winter book study this year is The Other Side of Chaos: Breaking Through when Life is Breaking Down by Margaret Silf. All of us can feel a certain amount of chaos in our lives - sometimes it seems we live in constant chaos, sometimes that feeling of chaos surfaces only when we encounter unexpected events that force us, sometimes reluctantly, to change our direction. In this book, Silf will explore the transition that can come to us through chaos. Margaret Silf is a British born retreat director and writer, who has worked closely with the Jesuits of the British province. She is passionate about making Christian spirituality accessible to people with no theological background. Sessions begin on Wednesday, January 11th and continue mostly bi-weekly; they take place at Holy Family Church Hall, Moncton from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Books cost $15 each and are available from the Vision Bookstore at the Diocesan Centre, Amirault Road, Dieppe. These sessions provide participants an opportunity to talk about fundamental aspects of our faith, often encouraging them to dig deeper to find answers to challenging situations. To register and reserve your copy of the book, contact Ellen Bennett at 857-9531, ext. 227 or ellen.diocesemoncton@nb.aibn.com
World Youth Day 2013 - Rio de Janeiro
 Young people between the ages of 18-30 who are interested in making the World Youth Day pilgrimage to Brazil in 2013 are invited to attend one of two information sessions that will take place on January 10th and on January 31st, 2012.  Both sessions will be held at the Diocesan Centre (452 Amirault, Dieppe) and will begin at 7:00 pm.  For more information, contact Trevor Droesbeck at the Diocesan Youth Ministry Office at 857-9531 ext 298 or trevord.diocese@gmail.com
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Grateful thanks to St. Bernard’s Council of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada for the generous donation of $ 2,473.00 (the proceeds from their recent raffle of a Christmas Basket).  Thank you and God Bless!
Schedule for Advent, Christmas & New Year’s
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Evening Prayer every Thursday during Advent @ 7 pm

Advent Pageant Sunday, Dec. 18th 

@ 2 pm – Everyone Invited!

Christmas Eve (Saturday)

St. Bernard’s 
5 pm (family mass)

8 pm & 10 pm

(St. Clements @ 5 pm) 

(St. Vincent’s @ 8 pm)
Christmas Morning (Sunday) 

 St. Bernard’s@11:00 am

New Year’s Eve (Saturday)

St. Bernard’s @ 4pm 

(St. Bartholomew’s @ 7 PM)
New Year’s Day (Sunday)

St. Bernard’s at 11:00 am
 (St. Vincent’s – 9 am)












