7th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                 February 19, 2012                                                                                                                              
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When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”      (Mark 2:5)
WELCOME TO

THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

& SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)
† MASS SCHEDULE †

St. Bernard’s:  Thurs. @ 9:30 am; Sat. @ 4 pm & Sun. @ 11 am
St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9 am; St. Clement & St. Bartholomew: Sat. @ 7 pm (alternating)

Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll                   Social Justice:
Claudia McCloskey                  
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                     Adult Faith:
Dr. Andrew Wilson
Catechetics: Carolyn O’Blenis, carolynoblenis@yahoo.com
STAFF:
Secretary:    Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com
Custodian:
Rick Cormier
                
Facilities & Activities Coordinator:  Sam Ermen

OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca

OFFICE HOURS: Monday to Friday. 9 AM to 12 PM & 1 PM to 4 PM 

Mass Intentions for this Week

Weds.   Feb. 22nd @  11:30 am—late Doris Greenwood                              Sam & Donna Ermen
Thurs.   Feb. 23rd @    9:30 am—Special Intentions
Sat.       Feb. 25th @    4:00 pm—late Stephen Caine & Ellen Klausen        Don & Darlene
Sun.      Feb. 26th @  11:00 am—late Lorraine Murphy                                Suzanne McCabe
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OFFERINGS from last week February 11th,  2012
Envelopes (137) $2,892.00 Loose $ 186.56 Building Fund (22) $ 570.50
Karing Kitchen $ 19.00 Upkeep of Holy Land (1) $ 10.00
  Thank you for your generous and continued support!
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February 19th:

Catechism gatherings @ 9:45 A.M. or 12:00 P.M.

February 19th @ 7:00 P.M there will be a meeting for all parents with children receiving their First Eucharist.  You should have completed up to page 18 of the Children's Workbook by this time.

February 26th:

Catechism gatherings @ 9:45 A.M. or 12:00 P.M.
Please Note:  On February 26th there will be no catechism in the morning for all candidates preparing for confirmation.  They will come with their sponsors or parents to a Pot Luck supper @ 6:00 P.M.   This is how we have started the preparation for Confirmation in past years and everyone seems to enjoy getting together.  After the supper we will have the Rite of Enrollment.  The gathering should last no longer than 1 ½ hours (6:00-7:30 P.M).  It is very important that all candidates to be present.

March 4th:


No Catechism March Break

March 11th:


No Catechism March Break

March 18th:


Catechism gatherings @ 9:45 A. M. & 12:00 P.M.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Monday @ 7:00 pm – Charismatic Prayer Group – @ 7 PM
3rd Tuesday of Month @ 6:30 pm – Carmelites – Savage Room

Last Sat. of every month @ 8:00 AM --Prayer for Priests in the main church 

1st Sun. of Month @ 3 PM – Franciscans -- Hall
Thurs. – after 9:30 AM Mass - Circle of Friends 

Wednesday—February 22nd—ASH WEDNESDAY – MASS @ 9:30 AM
Wednesday—March 7th @ noon – CWL Shamrock Card Party 

Saturday—March 17th @ 11:30 AM—St Patrick’s Day Mass
Tuesday -- April 3rd & 10th-- Next Baptism Prep

Sunday—April 29th @ 2 PM Next Baptisms
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St. Bernard’s CWL Community Life Committee has made available yarn for those wishing to knit mitts, etc. for the Christmas Boxes 2012.  Yarn can be picked up during regular business hours at the Rectory.   

[image: image7.jpg]



Prayers for our Troops…we pray for all those who serve…
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Ecclesiastes3…Under every season there is a time…
A TIME TO HEAL…….. We remember in our prayers those who are sick……….. Joe Sweeney and Cecile Fowler.
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A TIME TO MOURN….…our sincere sympathies to all those who mourn the loss of a loved one. 
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INCOME TAX RECEIPTS

Please note -- your income tax receipt will be available for pick up at the office during regular office hours until Feb. 29th.  If possible, please help keep postage cost down by picking up your tax receipt.  After Feb. 29th all remaining receipts will be mailed out. Thank you!
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The Ladies of St. Bernard's CWL will be hosting their annual Shamrock Card Party on Wednesday, March 7th at noon in St. Bernard's Church Hall.  Luncheon will be served and we will have lots of prizes.  Only 200 tickets will be sold. Tickets are $8.00 each and are available from Charlotte Coholan at 854-4740, Donna Ermen at 856-5918, or Norma Gibson at 855-8236. 
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St. Patrick’s Day Celebration, Sat., Mar. 17th at St. Bernard’s   Church following 11:30 AM Mass.  Corned Beef & Cabbage, Dessert, Tea & Coffee, etc. Complete details to follow at a later date. Sponsored by the Building Committee….  ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS FUNDRAISER TO GO TO THE CAPITAL EXPENDITURE  FUND!
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There will be an All-You-can-Eat Smelt Fry at the Immaculate Conception Church hall on Sat. Feb. 25th from 4—6 PM sponsored by the St. Patrick's church Chapel Point Restoration Committee. Adults- 10.00 Students-$5.00. Everyone Welcome
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Did you know that between 2009 and 2010, the number of individuals on social assistance rose from 4,355 to 5,005 & of these 4,010 (80%) received $537/month, 995 (20%) received $618/month: 51.8% were women and 48,2% were men. (The Fourth Report Card on Homelessness in Greater Moncton, 2011, Greater Moncton Homelessness Steering Committee)     Social Justice Team
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St. Augustine’s Knights of Columbus Council #7940, sponsors of The Ray of Hope Needy Kitchen, will hold a SHROVE TUES. PANCAKE SUPPER Tues. Feb. 21st from 5—7 PM in St. Augustine’s Church Basement.  Pancakes, Sausages, Bacon, Beans – Adults $ 8.00, & children under 12 $ 4.00.
                                                                           

Chocolate for Lent - Session one of a six-part film discussion based on the movie Chocolat, will take place on Mon. Feb. 20th @ 7PM @ the Diocesan Ctr, 452 Amirault St.in Dieppe.   These sessions are for young adults interested in deeper insights into self-discipline, self-giving, conversion, acceptance and maturing in Christ.  The 1st session will be a pot-luck. Please bring something you can share with the group.  For more info. & to register, please contact Trevor Droesbeck at 857-9531 ext 289 or trevord.diocese@gmail.com.

From the Office of Faith Development
 

Rite of Election
This 2nd step in Christian initiation takes place on the first Sun. in Lent, Feb. 26, @t 3 PM @ Our Lady of the Assumption Cathedral, Moncton.  This rite from the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) both closes the period of formation of the catechumens, (adults and children of catechetical age who are preparing for baptism) and marks the beginning of the period of final more intense preparation for the sacraments of initiation.  The Church makes an election based on the testimony of godparents and catechists and the reaffirmation of the catechumens’ intention to take part in the sacraments of initiation, to admit those catechumens at the next major celebration in the sacraments of initiation.  Since these will be celebrated during the Easter Vigil, the Rite of Election takes place on the first Sunday of Lent and the period of final preparation of the elect will take place during Lent.  This year we have 10 catechumens from parishes in the archdiocese celebrating the Rite of Election.  On behalf of the Archdiocese of Moncton and Archbishop André Richard, the Moncton Archdiocesan Forum of Christian Initiation invites the parishioners of the diocese, with special invitation to youth preparing for Confirmation and youth in year level 6 in catechism, to join us as we celebrate with those who are participating in this rite.
Gifts that Keep on Giving - English Deanery Mission
The sacrament of Baptism does not just mark our initiation into the Christian community.  Through the grace of this sacrament the faithful are gifted to become Disciples of Christ, and to be Christ in the world.  They live out those gifts received through the celebration of this sacrament of Baptism in their faith communities.  All of God's people have received different, yet very necessary, gifts.  Br. Loughlan Sofield, S.T., the presenter at this year's Mission will explore those gifts and talk about the giftedness of the faithful and what they can do for any faith community.   Each evening session begins at 7 PM. with Liturgy of the Hours Evening Prayer, and concludes with a time of hospitality.  Sessions are as follows: Feb. 27 @ Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Feb. 28 @ St. Augustine's Church, Feb. 29th @ St. Bernard's Church,.  Each of these three sessions builds on the one of the previous evening.  Mar. 1st at Immaculate Conception Church, Rexton there is a synopsis of the three other evenings.
Mon., Feb. 27th at St. Bernard's Parish Hall, all catechists are invited to join us for lunch as Bro. Sofield will talk specifically about this ministry, the gifts of those who are involved in it and the gift that it offers to the community.  All catechists - those who work with children, youth and adults, including baptismal preparation, marriage preparation and the RCIA are invited to join us.  Lunch will be provided.  This session begins at 12:00 noon.  
Wed. Feb. 29 at Holy Family Church, Falkland St., widows and widowers are invited to gather for Mass at 11:00 AM following which we will have lunch and Bro. Sofield will make his presentation.
Registration is necessary for both noon events, by Fri., Feb. 24th and may be done by contacting Ellen Bennett ellen.diocesemoncton@nb.aibn.com or 857-9531, ext. 227.
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If you would like to donate funds for Easter Flowers in memory of a loved one you may do so by completing the information below & placing it with your donation in a plain envelope.  That envelope can be put into the collection basket at mass or dropped off at the office. Names will be in the Easter bulletin.  

Thank you to all those who donate to this yearly project.

In Memory of: _________________________________________________________
Donated by:   _________________________________________________________ 

Address:        _________________________________________________________

Envelope #    _______________________________________________
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ASH WEDNESDAY MASS TIMES—FEBRUARY 22ND
St. Bernard’s @ 9:30 AM
Holy Family @ 12:00 noon

Immaculate Heart of Mary and at St. Jude@ 6:30 PM

Holy Ghost @ 7 PM

St. Michael’s       12:00 noon

                                  St. Augustine’s   7:00 p.m.
Did you know…Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting & of abstinence from meat.

Christian fasting obtains its full meaning when we deprive ourselves of food in order to be more open for prayer, to share more in the suffering of those who are starving & to save money to give to the poor.  The law of abstinence from meat binds those who are 14 & older; the law of fasting binds those from 18 to 59 years of age.  Parents and educators are reminded of their duty to introduce children gradually to the understanding and practice of penance.
OUR RENEWED ROMAN MISSAL

In the celebration of the Eucharist, we express our unity as the body of Christ with our common words and songs, and our common posture.  Over the past several weeks, we have started to become familiar with some new words and new music, and some changes in the times when we sit, kneel and stand.  These changes require all of us to become much more aware of what we actually say and do together at Mass.  To review, the guidelines for our common posture:  We stand from the beginning of the Entrance Procession, until after the Opening Prayer.  We sit for the first parts of the Liturgy of the Word, then stand for the Gospel.  We sit for the Homily, then stand for the Creed and the Prayers of Intercession.  We sit for the Procession with the Gifts, then we stand for the prayer:  “May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.”  We kneel at the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer, and remain kneeling for the institution Narrative and the Consecration.  We stand at the words “The Mystery of Faith”, and continue to stand until all have received Holy Communion.  Communion is received standing.  The sign of reverence before receiving Holy Communion is a simple bow of the head, not a genuflection.  Those who are unable to stand throughout this time may be seated as necessary.  After the last person has received communion, we may then sit or kneel for a time of scared silence.  We stand again for the Prayer after Communion, and remain standing until Mass is concluded.  Traditionally, the common posture for Christian prayer in the early Church was standing.  This posture has been seen as the Christian’s expression of respect, honour and Easter joy.  The Council of Nicea in 325 AD prescribed that on Sundays and during the Easter Season, prayer should always be said standing.
ASH WEDNESDAY

February 22, 2012

Why do we wear ashes?

Ashes symbolize sorrow and penitence.  The early church ritualized this for those who had committed a serious or “capital” sin.  These “penitents” would wear a penitential garment and have ashes sprinkled on them.  Then they would be excluded from celebrating the Eucharist until the Easter Vigil.  (Note that a person could be a penitent only once in a lifetime.)  Although the order of penitents had declined, by 1091 all the faithful were encouraged to take on the practice of wearing ashes at the beginning of lent.  Today we continue this practice as an expression of “our human condition as affected by sin” (Ceremonial of Bishops, 253).  We mourn for “our sin and ignorance” (Responsorial for Ash Wednesday) that has kept us from keeping to our baptismal promises.  We are marked with ashes as a sign of our commitment to “turn away from sin and be faithful to the gospel” (Mk 1:15).

Where do the ashes come from?

The rubrics for Ash Wednesday say that “the ashes used today come from the branches blessed the preceding year for Passion Sunday.”  Though there is no special rite for burning palm branches, many communities have made a tradition of preparing their own ashes during the weeks before Lent.

How long do I have to wear these ashes?

There is no rubric that states that ashes need to be worn outside of the Ash Wednesday liturgy, though you’ll see many smudged foreheads at work and on the streets on that day.  The wearing of ashes is meant to be a sign of our inward conversion, and, as the Gospel of the day warns, not a way to gain applause.  However, this could be a way to quietly evangelize our places of work and to find support from unknown fellow Catholics.

Is it a sin to not get ashes on Ash Wednesday?

Some people believe that it is a sin to miss receiving ashes on this day.  Some even believe that one would not go to heaven if he or she were not marked with blessed ashes.  Neither is true.  (Ash Wednesday is not even a holy day of obligation!)  This of course does not mean that we shouldn’t participate in this liturgy, nor does it mean that the symbol isn’t important.  Wearing ashes must reflect our desire to act from our baptismal promises.  Saying “we believe” requires us to live dead to sin.  Wearing ashes demands that we live alive for Christ.

LENT – A Sense of the Season

Lent is the yearly celebration by the Church of its corporate conversion in Jesus Christ.  The highest point in the Church’s year of prayer is the Easter Triduum –Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil – celebrating the dying and rising of the Lord Jesus.  We prepare for this three-day period by the season of Lent and prolong it for the great 50 days of the Easter season.    Together, Lent, the Triduum and the Easter season make up the “paschal season”, the springtime of the Church.

On Wednesday, February 22, we once again begin the season of Lent.  How do we mark Lent in our churches?  

During Lent we emphasize some things by their absence.  In the rituals of the Triduum we welcome back that which was absent; during the Easter season we give what was absent, renewed importance.  Lent demands an apparent plainness that says, “This is a time to get back to basics”.  We concentrate on the basics of the Word and the Eucharist in order to prepare ourselves to renew our baptismal vows at Easter.  Our efforts are meant to make more evident what is important about these 40 days: the assembly of the faithful, the penitents seeking reconciliation, and some years, candidates preparing to enter into communion with the Church and catechumens preparing for baptism during the Easter Vigil. 

During the Lenten season, we do not sing “Alleluia”.  The paschal candle is removed from the body of the church.  Baptisms are not usually performed during Lent, except in an emergency.  Some other Lenten traditions include the absence of flowers, greenery, plants and decorations.  The sanctuary is as bare as possible.

Lent has a double purpose.  It helps the catechumens to prepare for celebrating their baptism, confirmation, and the Eucharist at the Easter Vigil and invites those who are baptized to prepare through penance and prayer to renew their baptismal vows at the Vigil.

During Lent, it is especially important to realize the social consequences of sin as well as the fact that the heart of the virtue of penance is hatred of sin as an offence against God.  Lenten penance should be external and social as well as internal and individual.

Prayer, fasting and almsgiving are not just Lenten disciplines – they are, rather, the year-round regimen of Christian living; the disciplines that, many would say, form us as disciples.  During Lent, we try the best we can to get back to these basic disciplines.

Lent is like a retreat.  Throughout the year the church is directed out into the world, but during these 40 days we pull back into ourselves for reflection and self-examination.  We make ourselves “right with God”.  
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