First Sunday of Advent                                                         December 01, 2013                            
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Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hours.  (Matthew 24:44)
WELCOME TO

THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

& SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)
† MASS SCHEDULE †

St. Bernard’s: Thursday @ 9:30 AM, Saturday @ 4:00 PM Sunday @ 11:00 AM
St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9:00 AM

St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's: Saturday @ 7 PM (alternating)
Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll            Social Justice:  Claudia McCloskey 
Assistant:  (part-time) Rev. Charles Broderick   Catechetics:  Lorella Dunnett
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                Adult Faith:Dr. Andrew Wilson
STAFF:
Secretary: Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com                  Custodian:  Michel Saulnier
Bookkeeper:  Barb Bowes, stbacct@rogers.com    
Catechetical Coordinator:  Lorella Dunnett, lorella_st.bernards@hotmail.com 
Facilities & Activities Coordinator: Sam Ermen 

OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
Parish Office Hours:  Monday to Friday: 9 AM– 12 PM & 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
Mass Intentions for this Week

Thurs.
Dec. 05th @  9:30 AM— late Mike McKenna

Charlotte, Kathleen, & Patrick
Sat.
Dec. 07th @  4:00 PM—anniv. late Dianne Russell
Mom & Dad
Sun. 
Dec. 08th @11:00 AM—anniv. late Whitney Payne
Gordie & Lois Gallie
OFFERINGS from Nov. 23rd & 24th, 2013
Envelopes (342) $ 6,960.00 Loose $ 751.31 Karing Kitchen $ 60.30
Christmas Flowers (1) $ 100.00 Capital Expenditure  (20) $ 815.10 $ Christmas Boxes (4) $ 220.00 
All Soul's Day (1) 10.00 Evangelization of People (1) $ 5.00 

For People In Need (67) $1,327.00 Phillipines Relief (137) $ 9,871.79
Thank you for your generous and continued support!
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Joih us for Evening Prayer





MARK YOUR CALENDARS
· Carmelites 3rd Tuesday of the Month @ 7 PM
· Catechism - see note in bulletin
· Next Baptism Preparation Course - Tuesdays, January 7th & 14th, 2014
· RCIA - Wednesdays - 7 PM
· Circle of Friends - Thursdays after Mass (last one before Christmas-Dec 12th)
· Next Baptisms - Sunday, January 26th @ 2 PM
· Advent Evening Prayer - Thursdays @ 7 PM - Dec. 5th, 12th, & 19th
· Penitential Service @ St. Bernard's - Sunday, December 15th @ 2 PM
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Prayers for our Troops…we pray for all those who serve and for families separated from their loved ones in the military; and for the strength they need to face this time of isolation and uncertainty...
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Ecclesiastes3…Under every season there is a time… A TIME TO HEAL…...We remember in our prayers those who are sick...... Anne Stevenson, Joe Sweeney, Betty Wedge, Ben Evers, Catherine McGowan, Cecile Fowler, Mario Di Saverio, and Pat Lawlor.
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A TIME TO MOURN…our sincere sympathies to the families of...
Roy Hopper, Peter Struk, Anita Pelletier, and Doreen Pettigrew.
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A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT – Give a ticket to The MetroTones Pop Chorus  Classic Christmas Concert on Sat., Dec. 14, 7:30 PM at the Wesleyan Celebration Centre. Admission is $10. plus two or more non-perishable food items.   For more information, call 852-9664 and www.metrotones.org
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Someone new to our parish is in need of a drive to our Sunday morning Mass at 11 AM.  This individual lives on First Ave.(near Canadian Tire on Mountain Road).  If you would be interested in helping this individual please contact the parish office @ 857-0425.
The Foundation Guy-Sheila Gagne of Irishtown is selling nut cluster chocolates as a fundraising project - $5.00 per pound.  As well, copies of Guy's book, South of Damascus, are still available for $ 24.95. For info call Guy and Sheila 383.7919.
PARKING ALERT
We have been informed that individuals have been sighted looking into parked vehicles in the parking lots in the vicinity of St. Bernard's.  They are checking vehicles for unlocked doors & the visible contents in the vehicles.  Cover valuable contents (cell phones, camera's, laptop computers, etc.) and make sure your doors are LOCKED.

Social Justice Prayer
Using Our Gifts, Empowering Others

Lord God, we gather together in your name.

We acknowledge your loving presence among us.

We ask you to help us to recognize the many gifts we have received from you.

We thank you, in particular, for inviting us to serve you.

Guide us as we seek to use your gifts more fully and to empower others to use theirs.

Be with us as we deepen our understanding of all that you call us to be.

We ask this through your son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-12

Who works for Social Justice at St. Bernard's ?  Answer: all of us. No matter how young or old, abled or disabled, rich or poor; there is always something each of us can do through word & deed to show concern, caring and respect for others.  That being said, we have a Social Justice & Community Life Committee which works under the Pastoral Ministry Team, to look at social justice participation of the parish.  "Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime."  

1. Our Committee:  Our Social Justice & Community Life Committee comes from the 1,150 families of St. Bernard's Church, a welcoming congregation of brothers and sisters who gather for communal worship, a strong and vibrant Christian community with roots dating back more than 130 years in Moncton.   

2. Vision, Mission, Values:  
Vision:  Our Social Justice and Community Life vision is to help restore dignity of life for the poor and marginalized people. 

Mission:  Our mission is to respond to the needs of the poor, lonely, downtrodden, misunderstood and vulnerable in our Parish Community (using our definition of 'community' from past social justice messages). 

Our Values:  The following values guide our attitudes & actions.  Charity / Direct Service:  We recognize that charity is extremely important because it meets the immediate needs of those who without help could go hungry, go homeless, be left alone and forgotten. In charity we give people 'fish and bread' to eat.
Empowerment:  We are committed to providing our services and expertise to help people help themselves. In actions helping to restore a person's sense of dignity, we help people 'learn to fish and bake bread'.
Advocacy:  We seek out and respond to the underlying causes of why people are poor, suffering, homeless, sick or alienated . We endeavour to change the social structures that cause that suffering.
Education:  We create an awareness on issues that simply gives information on a social justice concern. 

How Can You Get Involved...here are a few ways parishioners can support Social Justice initiatives in the community:  The Karing Kitchen serves a hot, noon meal Mon-Fri. weekly. Fri. is St. Bernard's day to assist with the food preparation and serving. Can you spare a Fri. every month or 6 weeks?? Leave your name at the rectory and you will be contacted. Also, support the Let's Do Lunch Christmas Card project (cards are at the church entrances).  The downtown churches hold a drop in for the homeless & at risk persons on Wed. afternoons from 1-3 PM at St. George's Church hall. There is a rotation of volunteers so it is not a commitment every week. If this is something you can do, leave your name and number at the rectory and Claudia McCloskey will get back to you.

Spread the word and support the Guy & Sheila Gagne Foundation with the good work they are doing in our 'world Community'.  Enjoy wonderful music? Attend the Metrotones concert on Dec.14. Some members of our parish and church choir are members of the Metrotones, whose work always gives back to the community. The Food Depot Alimentaire will benefit from this event.

 

 More to follow in coming weeks... 
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The Story of the Travelling Mittens.  As the chilly days of Dec. approach, a familiar site for our Advent season will be the return of the Advent Mitten Tree at the main entrance beside St. Patrick’s statue. For many years, parishioners have brought mittens, scarves, hats, socks, in all colors & sizes to keep those who need them warm. Some have been made by hand, some have been chosen by hand, either way, they give warmth to the giver and the receiver. These items do some travelling to reach their destination. Some go in the Christmas Boxes for those in need, some go to Crossroads for Women, some to Reconnect, some to local schools with children in need and some made their way to the Albert County Foodbank last year, when they ran short of knitted items for families they served. It seems like a simple gift, but it has great care in it. Thank you all for your contributions.
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Calling All Knitters.  Yarn has been donated for knitters who wish to make hats, mittens, etc for the Advent Mitten Tree. If you wish to do some knitting, you can pick up the yarn at the rectory office.  Thank you to all the dedicated knitters past and present.
CATECHISM UPDATE 
We are constantly looking for new catechists and helpers to help catechise our children in our parish community. If this is something you’re interested in, feel free to contact me as soon as possible, as a screening process must be completed.  You may contact me at the parish office at 857-0425 or by email at lorella_st.bernards@hotmail.com  
Level 5 classes are held on Sunday evenings here in the hall on a bi-weekly basis. 
Lorella Dunnett
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Sunday Missals  2013/2014
We have a limited number of Sunday Missals at the cost of $ 5.00 each.  

You may purchase a copy at the Parish office during regular 

office hours while they last.

[image: image10.jpg]b



DONATIONS TO THE PARISH  -- YEAR END
All donations must be received prior to December 31st
if they are to be included in the 2013 tax year.

St. Clement’s Christmas Bring & Buy - Dec. 4th at 7:30 PM at St. Clement’s Hall. Something for everyone, crafts, gifts & home cooking, come out to mingle, have some laughs & pick up some great buys for Christmas. There will be a door prize, tickets on a cake and so much more, come and bring a friend and help support our St. Clement’s Women’s Group. Refreshments to follow. All are welcome.  Anyone wishing to make donations of bake goods, crafts or gifts can call Emerise Cormier at 538-7518. Please remember to sell your tickets on Hand Made Quilts, as this will be drawn on that evening. 
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Your CWL is committed to supporting the Parish Capital Campaign, and, again this year, tickets are being sold on a beautiful Holiday Gift Basket, which will be drawn for on Mon., Dec. 2nd during our December meeting.  All proceeds from the ticket sales on the basket will be given to the Parish Capital Campaign.  Cost of the tickets are:   $1.00 each; 3 for $2.00 or $4.00 for a book of 6.   Tickets can be purchased through CWL members, the Parish Office, or by calling Donna Shaw @ 382-0503.  Last year, we raised $ 2,200.00 on ticket sales of our basket and all proceeds were donated to our parish. 
EMERGENCY RELIEF FOR THE PHILIPPINES: DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE  is still accepting donations to help the victims of Typhoon Haiyan.  Donations can be made payable to St. Bernard's Church and they will be forwarded.  Please remember to include your name & address to ensure proper credit. All donations received before December 9th will be matched by the government of Canada.
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ADVENT EVENING PRAYER
Christians are called in baptism to be people of prayer, to pray always, praising God and pleading for the world.  Our priest-moderator, Fr. Carroll, encourages us at the beginning of Advent to be more cognizant of prayer during the Advent season.  Why not try gathering with the faith community for Evening Prayer?  It only takes up a half hour of your time.  We follow the format for Evening Prayer that is offered in our Catholic Book of Worship.  All parishioners of our parish unit are invited and encouraged to gather for the Evening Prayer on Thursday evenings at St. Bernard’s Church at 7 PM on December 5th, 12th, and 19th.
ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES
St. Bernard's Church -- Sun.-- Dec. 15th @ 2 PM 
St. Augustine's (Queen of All Saints Unit) - Mon., Dec. 16th @ 6:30 PM 
Immaculate Heart of Mary (Blessed Elizabeth of the Trinity) - Weds., Dec. 11th @ 6:30 PM
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Remembering our Deceased Family and Friends with Christmas Flowers
Once again this year, you are invited to make monetary donations for our Christmas floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.  All monies contributed will be used to purchase flowers that will decorate our church throughout the Christmas season.  If you would like to donate funds for Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one you may do so by completing the information below & placing it with your donation in a plain envelope.  That envelope can be put into the collection basket at mass or dropped off at the office. Names will be in the Christmas bulletin.  Thank you to all those who donate to this yearly project.
In Memory of: _________________________________________________________

Donated by:   _________________________________________________________ 

Address:        _________________________________________________________

Envelope #    MS51 _____________________ $ Amount donated__________________
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The Advent season is the beginning of a new year in our liturgical church life.  Advent still remains a time of preparation, however, the focus is on a joyous preparation.
The circle of greens with four candles of the same color (white) signifies the unity of the season.  
We do not break it up with one week being more joyous than another.  

Advent is clearly identified as a season of anticipation, not of penance.

The color white connects us to the white of the Easter Candle (Paschal Candle or Christ Candle).  No matter what we celebrate throughout the liturgical year, it is always a part of the Paschal Mystery, the Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ.  We are an Easter people even during this season.
With the successive lighting of one, two, three and finally four candles, there is the idea of increasing light.
The Advent season should be an accounting of how we have lived our lives over the past year.  Have we become better disciples?  Has there been a change in our hearts?  If not what needs to change?  Has our faith life deepened?  How?  What steps have we taken to work on our relationship with God, with Jesus, with our Church community?
What are some of the acts of kindness or generosity that we could do that could start in Advent, but continue on throughout the year?  Could we adopt a senior and keep in contact with them throughout the year, by phone calls, cooking a meal, offering to drive them.  What about our caregivers who have loved ones they are taking care of.  Could we not offer to spend some time and allow them to go out for a few hours to rejuvenate them?  What about offering some time for the special care homes?  Do you play an instrument?  Could you go and offer once a month to entertain?  What about members of our community who live with cancer?  So often these people feel they are bothering other people.  They need help getting groceries, having a meal cooked or other special errands.  What about making other justice connections?
Advent is meant to be the beginning of a new heart for justice.  How will you change this Advent season for the long term?
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ADVENT PRAYER
Loving creator, we ask your help as we begin this season of joyful expectation.
Give us the longing of your prophet Isaiah that our hearts may not settle for anything less than the coming of your reign.

Give us the honesty of John the Baptist that we may know our need for repentance and forgiveness.

And give us the courageous joy of Mary that we may become true disciples in spite of moments of uncertainty & sorrow.

God, give us patience that we might wait in hope for all your gifts to us.
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Congratulations and best wishes to:

Austin & Esther Fearon

who celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary on November 28/13 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST - St. John’s United Church basement (75 Alma St. Moncton) on Saturday, December 7th from 8:00 - 11:00 AM. Includes: Pancakes, Sausages, Eggs, Toast, Juice, Tea & Coffee. Cost is: $6.00 for Adults; and $3.00 for Children-under-12-yrs. Proceeds to help support the Karing Kitchen.
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Workshop: Helping Kids Survive Divorce -  Separation affects everyone in the family. Recognize the skills that you already possess as a parent and learn a few tips to helping your child cope with the changes. There will be some discussion as to what do we need to tell our kids and what is not necessary. Why do we say the things we do and how does that affect our children.  When: December 12, 9:30 - 11:30 AM, Where: 22 Church Street Suite T370.  Facilitator: Debbie Melanson-Hebert.  Contact Nathalie at 858-1303 ext. 3301 to register or email admin@supporttosingleparents.ca
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“Breakfast” Sunday, December 8, 8 AM to 12.30 PM at the Knights of Columbus hall at 200 Halifax St., Moncton N.B. Everyone is Welcome.  Price $7.00 Adults....... $3.00 Children 5-12 years.....Under 5 Free.  “Thank-You very much for your support”
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BARRA MacNEILS Christmas Concert - Sat., Dec. 14th at 7:30 PM at St. John’s Church, 75 Alma St. Moncton. Tickets: $38, are available at: MacArthur’s Flower Shop (Mountain Rd.); Gifts Galore (Main St.); Read’s Newsstands (Main St. Moncton & Coverdale Rd. Riverview); Church Office (858-8289). 









