Third Sunday of Advent                                                                     December 14, 2014
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John answered them, "I baptize with water.  Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me..." (John 1:26-27)
WELCOME TO

THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

        & SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)

St. Bernard’s: Thursday @ 9:30 AM, Saturday @ 4:00 PM Sunday @ 11:00 AM
St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9:00 AM

St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's: Saturday @ 7 PM (alternating)
Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:

Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll            Social Justice:  Claudia McCloskey 

Assistant:  (part-time) Rev. Charles Broderick   Catechetics:  Lorella Dunnett
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                Adult Faith:  Dr. Andrew Wilson
STAFF:
Secretary: Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com                  Custodian:  Michel Saulnier

Bookkeeper:  Barb Bowes, stbacct@rogers.com    

Catechetical Coordinator:  Lorella Dunnett, lorella_st.bernards@hotmail.com 
Facilities & Activities Coordinator: Sam Ermen 

OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
Parish  Office Hours:  Monday to Friday: 9 AM – 12 PM & 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Mass Intentions for this Week
Thurs.
Dec. 18th @    9:30 AM—anniv. late Doris MacLeod

Debbie & family
Sat.
Dec. 20th @    4:00 PM—anniv. late Dianne Russell

Mom & Dad
Sun. 
Dec. 21st @  11:00 AM—anniv. late John Fortin

Family
OFFERINGS from December 6th & 7th, 2014
Regular Envelopes (312) $ 6,437.50  Loose $ 679.90 Karing Kitchen $ 53.60
Christmas Flowers (18) $ 685.00 Capital Expenditure (24) $ 650.00
Christmas Boxes (3) $ 700.00 Christmas Offering (2) $ 510.00 
Needy Fund (1) $ 75.00  Evangelization of People (1) $ 80.00 

Thank you for your generous and continued support!
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
· Carmelites - 3rd Tuesday of the Month @ 7 PM
· Next Baptism Preparation Course - Tuesday, January 6th & 13th
· RCIA - Will resume on Wednesdays @ 7 PM starting January 7th
· Circle of Friends - Thurs. after 9:30 AM Mass 
(Dec. 18th last gathering before Christmas - will resume Jan. 15th) 
· Next Baptisms - January 25th @ 2 PM
· Advent Evening Prayer - 7 PM - December 18th
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Armed Forces Blessing
Praise to you, ever-watchful God, for you are our refuge and strength in every time and place.  Send your blessing upon those who have served and are now serving our country.  Let your peace be the sentry that stands guard over their lives and shield them from all harm.
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Ecclesiastes3…Under every season there is a time…

A TIME TO HEAL…we remember in our prayers  those who are sick...
Pat Lawlor, Lylla Roach, May Cox, Bob Landry, Rodney Owens, Michael Nowlan, Helen Donohue, Sheila Goguen, and Barbara Roach.
[image: image4.jpg]Sweet little Jesus boy,
help us to remember who you really are.

“This is how God showed his love
for us:
God sent his one and only son into
the world to give us life.”
1 John 4:9





A TIME TO MOURN…our sincere sympathies to the families of:
Yvette Coyle, wife of Neil Coyle

David Comfort, nephew of Ruth Heath
and all those who mourn the loss of a loved one......
[image: image5.jpg]



St. Bernard's Church is open Monday to Friday 11 AM to 1 PM
Please feel very welcome to come and use the church at this time as an opportunity for quiet reflection, personal prayer, or simply a time of
refreshment for the soul.
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DONATIONS TO THE PARISH  -- YEAR END
All donations must be received prior to December 31st
if they are to be included in the 2014 tax year.
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Single bed needed.  If you are able to donate

please call Inez at  389-3571.
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ST. BERNARD'S BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE
As part of our on-going communications to update you on the work completed by the Building Committee as a result of your support of the $1,000,000 Capital Campaign, this week the updates will focus on the work undertaken by the Building Committee in 2013 & 2014.
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2013 – the work completed includes:


· Replacement of the deteriorated asphalt shingle roofing on the south side lower roof including foyer

· The former ushers’ room off the main Church entry was renovated as a vestment room

· The fire escape on the rectory building was removed as it had become a safety hazard

· The Church rectory was vacated

· The hallway outside the furnace room and entry to the basement hall was renovated

· Two windows were replaced

· The Church's exterior stone masonry decorations were inspected for deterioration

· The stone chimney top was weather sealed

2014 – this year’s projects include:
· Installation of new oak exterior doors to access the basement hall and parish offices

· Installation of additional electrical heaters in the choir loft

· All the rotted wood windows in the Church basement will be replaced with new solid vinyl units

Your support of the Capital Campaign over the last 5 years is the reason we have been able to accomplish so much – thank you!
Building Committee Vision:  As a vibrant faith community, we will create an environment that promotes a sense of belonging for all generations while reinforcing St. Bernard’s history and architectural presence.
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Catechism Schedule
December 14th 
Morning Gatherings @ 9:45 AM or 12:15 PM
December 21st  Advent Celebrations
There will be no Catechism on December 28th, January 4th & 11th
Classes will resume on January 18th @ 9:45 AM or 12:15 PM
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A Great Christmas Gift: Give a ticket to The MetroTones Pop Chorus  Christmas  charity concert  held on  Friday, Dec. 19th, 7:30 PM at the Moncton Wesleyan Celebration Centre  in an effort  to assist the working poor and homeless.  Special Guest is Kelley Mooney from PEI, known for her approved lyrically-adapted re-write of Leonard Cohen’s  Hallelujah.  All proceeds go to the Food Depot Alimentaire, with assistance to the Ray of Hope Needy Kitchen, & the Karing Kitchen.  Admission $10. plus 2 or more non-perishable food items.  Tickets available at:  all Jean Coutu Pharmacies; Read’s Newsstands; People’s Park Tower;  Hospice Shoppe;  & Sobeys (Vaughn  Harvey Blvd.) For more info. call 852-9664 or visit www.metrotones.org. The MetroTones thank the Greater Moncton Sunrise Rotary Club for being a major sponsor.
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Breakfast - Sunday December 14, from 8 AM -  12.30 PM at the Knights of Columbus hall at 200 Halifax St. Everyone  is welcome.  $ 7 Adults,  $3 children 5-12 years, and under 5 free. Thank you very much for your support.
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Weekend of Grace for Women - The 9th annual Weekend of Grace for Women, with keynote speaker Dr. Mary Healy, will be held May 1, 2, and 3 at the Lord Nelson Hotel, Halifax, NS.  Dr. Healy was recently appointed as a member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, a group of biblical scholars who serve as consultants to the pope on biblical matters.  She speaks nationally and internationally of topics related to Scripture, the theology of the body, and spiritual life.  Attendance through pre-registration only and registration is now open.  Visit www.weekendofgrace.com for more information.
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ReConnect Update:  The YMCA has a collection space at their front door for winter clothing & blankets which the downtown ReConnect office has access to for their clients.  A recent newspaper article on people living in tents by the Petitcodiac River & other locations has brought about questions concerning the safety of the people living in the tents. At the monthly meeting of the downtown churches & ReConnect this week, we were advised that they have a relationship with most of these individuals. Some will come to see them to arrange a bed in a shelter, or begin the process for rental of room in a rooming house. Some indicate that they choose to live outside as they are using drugs &/or alcohol & they are not permitted to do so in many places. They are aware of where breakfast, lunch and suppers are provided & the ReConnect staff do a ‘walk about’ to check on them.  Christmas meals will be provided at noon on Christmas Eve at The Karing Kitchen, & Christmas Day at The Ray of Hope Kitchen & Notre Dame de Grace Golden Age Club.
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ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICES
St. Bernard's Church
Sunday - December 14th @ 2:00 PM
St. Augustine's (Queen of All Saints Unit)
Wednesday, December 17th @ 6:30 PM
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Lord, we come before your throne of grace asking you to
protect our troops. Strengthen them with your power and
minister to their spirits

“No weapon formed against them shall prosper.” and

1y pressence will go with you and I will give you rest”

May miracles abound them




ADVENT EVENING PRAYER
Christians are called in baptism to be people of prayer, to pray always, praising God and pleading for the world.

Our priest-moderator, Father Carroll, encourages us to be more cognizant of prayer during the Advent season.  Why not try gathering with the faith community for Evening Prayer?  It only takes up a half hour of your time.  We follow the format for Evening Prayer that is offered in our Catholic Book of Worship.  
All parishioners of our parish unit are invited and encouraged to gather for Evening Prayer.  The last evening prayer during advent will take place Thursday, December 18th at St. Bernard’s Church at 7 PM.
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The Story of the Travelling Mittens:  As the chilly days of December approach, a familiar site for our Advent season will be the return of the Advent Mitten Tree near the main entrance. For many years, parishioners have brought mittens, scarves, hats, socks, in all colors & sizes to keep those who need them warm. Some have been made by hand, some have been chosen by hand, either way, they give warmth to the giver and the receiver. These items do some travelling to reach their destination. Some go in the Christmas Boxes for those in need, some go to Crossroads for Women, some to Reconnect, and some to local schools with children in need. It seems like a simple gift, but it has great care in it. Thank you all for your contributions.
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 Calling All Knitters:   Yarn has been donated for knitters who wish to make hats, mittens, etc for the Advent Mitten Tree. If you wish to do some knitting, you can pick up the yarn at the rectory office.  
Thank you to all the dedicated knitters past & present.
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Father Mark Cherry

Conference Chaplain

Karen Williams
Master of Geremonies.
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For more information
regarding the Conference:

Call (902) 435-1568 or
visit www.weekendofgrace.com

Called, anew, to love;
radiating Christ

“Having purified your souls by your
obedience to the truth for a sincere
love of the brethren, love one another
earnestly from the heart.”

1 Peter 1:22

Special Thanks To All Our Sponsors!

May 1-3,2015
Lord Nelson Hotel, Halifax, NS



The following children were welcomed into

St. Bernard's Parish  community through the

Sacrament of  Baptism - November 30th, 2014
Autumn Lynn Faith Chiasson, child of Jamie & Jessica
Ben Mario Green, child of Daniel & Josée

Carter Joseph Robinson, child of Jamie & Angela
Reid Robert Youden, child of Mathew & Shannon
May Jesus, who loves all children, bless your precious little one with His love and grace.
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Schedule for Advent, Christmas, New Year’s Eve & New Year's Day
St. Bernard's - Evening Prayer:  Thursdays during Advent @ 7 PM - Dec 18th
Christmas Eve (Wednesday  - December 24th)

St. Bernard’s @ 5 PM (family Mass), 8 PM & 10 PM

St. Bartholomew's - Melrose @ 5:00 PM

St. Vincent’s - Sackville @ 8:00 PM

Christmas Morning (Thursday - December 25th)

St. Bernard’s @ 11:00 AM

New Year's Eve (Wednesday - December 31st)

St. Bernard's - 6:00 PM

St. Vincent's @ 7 PM (includes both St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's)

New Year's Day (Thursday - January 1st) St. Bernard's @ 11 AM
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Remembering our Deceased Family and Friends with Christmas Flowers
Once again this year, you are invited to make monetary donations for our Christmas floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.  All monies contributed will be used to purchase flowers that will decorate our church throughout the Christmas season.  If you would like to donate funds for Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one you may do so by completing the information below & placing it with your donation in a plain envelope.  That envelope can be put into the collection basket at mass or dropped off at the office. 
Names will be in the Christmas bulletin.  
Thank you to all those who donate to this yearly project.
In Memory of: 










Donated by:   












Address:        










Envelope #    



 Amount  $



