Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

                                  February 15, 2015
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Moved with pity , Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, I do choose. Be made clean!" (Mark 1:41)
WELCOME TO

THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

        & SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)
St. Bernard’s: Thursday @ 9:30 AM, Saturday @ 4:00 PM Sunday @ 11:00 AM
St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9:00 AM

St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's: Saturday @ 7 PM (alternating)
Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll            Social Justice:  Claudia McCloskey 

Assistant:  (part-time) Rev. Charles Broderick   Catechetics:  Lorella Dunnett
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                Adult Faith:  Dr. Andrew Wilson
STAFF:
Secretary: Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com                  Custodian:  Michel Saulnier

Bookkeeper:  Barb Bowes, stbacct@rogers.com    

Catechetical Coordinator:  Lorella Dunnett, lorella_st.bernards@hotmail.com 
Facilities Manager: Mike Murphy 

OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
Parish  Office Hours:  Monday to Friday: 9 AM – 12 PM & 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Mass Intentions for this Week
Weds. 
Feb. 18th @   9:30 AM—late Angela Corbett


Blanche & Paul
Thurs. 
Feb. 19th @   9:30 AM—anniv. late Min Hooper

Irene & family

Sat.
Feb. 21st @   4:00 PM—anniv. late Gerard & Evangeline Melanson
Paul, Jeanne & family 
Sun. 
Feb. 22nd@ 11:00 AM—anniv. late Patricia Jean Kervin

Inez & Joan
OFFERINGS from February 07th & 8th, 2015
Regular Envelopes $ 8,321.00 Loose $ 553.55 Karing Kitchen $ 119.40
Capital Expenditure $ 1,230.00 Needy Fund $ 50.00
Thank you for your generous and continued support! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
· Carmelites - 3rd Tuesday of the Month @ 7 PM
· CWL - Craft Group - Wednesdays - 1 PM (see note in bulletin)
· Next Baptism Preparation Course - Tuesdays, April 7 & 14
· RCIA - Wednesdays @ 7 PM 
· Circle of Friends - Thurs. after 9:30 AM Mass 
· Next Baptisms - Sunday, April 26 @ 2 PM
· Ash Wednesday - Feb. 18 - 9:30 AM @ St. Bernard's (see note in bulletin)
· Priest, Prophet, King - 10:30 AM - Thurss, Feb.19, 26, March 5, 12,  & 19

· Tues. Mass @ 12 Noon during Lent - Feb. 17, 24, March 3, 10 , & 17 & 24

· Thurs, during Lent - Evening Prayer @ 7PM - (see note in bulletin)
· CWL Shamrock Card Party - Wednesday, March 11 (details at later date)
· St. Patrick's Day Mass - Tuesday, March 17th @ 12 Noon
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Ecclesiastes3…Under every season there is a time…

A TIME TO HEAL…we remember in our prayers  those who are sick...
Barbara Roach, Brian Whitehead, Rodney Owens, 

and Roszanne Petersen.
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A TIME TO MOURN…our sincere sympathies to the families of:
Rita Cormier, sister of Stella Snyder
Hubert Murphy, brother of Greg & John Murphy and Bernadette VanBuskirk
...and all those who mourn the loss of a loved one...
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St. Bernard's Church is open Monday to Friday 11 AM to 1 PM
Please feel very welcome to come and use the church at this time as an opportunity for quiet reflection, personal prayer, or simply a time of refreshment for the soul.  Volunteers are required.  If you are interested in helping with this please call the parish office at 857-0425.
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IN THE EVENT OF  A STORM OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CANCELLATIONS WILL BE NOTED ON:
ST. BERNARD'S WEBSITE:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
OR BY CALLING OUR PHONE LINE @ 857-0425.
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INCOME TAX RECEIPTS:  To save on the cost of mailing out income tax receipts your receipt will be available for pick up at the weekend liturgies, both before & after mass, at the main entrance to the church. They may also be picked up at the office during regular office hours.    Heartfelt thanks to each and every one for their generous support to the Parish.
Lenten walk with the Lord - "A kindness a day during Lent".  Available at the entrances of the church.
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From the Offices of Faith Development, Liturgy & Youth Faith Development.  To contact us:
Ellen - 857- 9952 or ellen.diocesemoncton@gmail.com
Trevor - 857-4879 or trevord.diocese@gmail.com
Deb at liturgymoncton@gmail.com
Happiness is the Truth! Living the Beatitudes:  Due to circumstances beyond our control, there will be no English Deanery Lenten Mission this year.  Therefore, Trevor Droesbeck, Office of Youth Faith Development, and Ellen Bennett, Office of Faith Development, extend an invitation to the people of the archdiocese to join them on Friday,  Feb. 27, 7 - 9:30 PM and Saturday, Feb. 28th, 9 AM- 4:30 PM as they facilitate Happiness is the Truth! Living the Beatitudes, a Lenten Retreat offered in conjunction with the Year of Joy.  This retreat takes place at Holy Family Church Hall, Falkland St., Moncton.  Participants are invited to bring a bagged lunch for Saturday.  Tea, coffee and snacks will be provided.  A minimum registration of 25 is necessary.  Registration deadline is Tuesday, 
Feb. 24th and may be done by contacting Trevor or Ellen or visiting our website 
at www.diocesemoncton.ca andfollowing the link through Adult Faith to opportunities for formation.
Theology on Tap:  Young adults in their 20s and 30s are invited to join Julie LeBlanc (Holy Family Parish) as she presents "Joy!!! Did you find it today?"  We will meet on Monday, Feb. 23,  7 PM at the Blue Olive (451 Paul Street, Dieppe).  Register with Trevor.  
Books for Breakfast:  
The next selection for our young adult reading group will be She's Come Undone, by Wally Lamb.  We will meet on Saturday, Mar. 28, 10 AM Montana's (225 Mapleton Road, Moncton).  Register with Trevor.
Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), paragraph 15:
“It  is not by proselytizing that the Church grows, but by attraction.”(Evangelii Gaudium, #15)
	ST. BERNARD'S CATECHISM SCHEDULE 

	Year 1 - 7 (except year 6) 
Sunday - 9:45 AM or 12:15 PM
	
	Year 6 - Sunday evenings 6 -  7:30 PM

	February 15
	
	---

	Ash Wednesday February 18th

	February 22
	
	February  22

	March 1st & 8th - March Break no catechism gatherings

	March 15, 22, & 29
	
	March 15 & 29

	April 5th - No Catechism Easter Sunday


	April 12 & 19 (last class)
	
	April 12
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES - FEBRUARY 18th
St. Bernard's 


 9:30 AM

St. Augustine's

 7:00 PM

St. Lawrence O'Toole              12:00 PM
Immaculate Heart 

 6:30 PM
Holy Family 

            12:00 PM
St. Jude's


 7:00 PM
ASH WEDNESDAY - February 18th, 2015
Why do we wear ashes?  Ashes symbolize sorrow and penitence.  The early church ritualized this for those who had committed a serious or “capital” sin.  These “penitents” would wear a penitential garment and have ashes sprinkled on them.  Then they would be excluded from celebrating the Eucharist until the Easter Vigil.  (Note that a person could be a penitent only once in a lifetime.)  Although the order of penitents had declined, by 1091 all the faithful were encouraged to take on the practice of wearing ashes at the beginning of lent.  Today we continue this practice as an expression of “our human condition as affected by sin” (Ceremonial of Bishops, 253).  We mourn for “our sin and ignorance” (Responsorial for Ash Wednesday) that has kept us from keeping to our baptismal promises.  We are marked with ashes as a sign of our commitment to “turn away from sin and be faithful to the gospel” (Mk 1:15).

Where do the ashes come from?  The rubrics for Ash Wednesday say that “the ashes used today come from the branches blessed the preceding year for Passion Sunday.”  Though there is no special rite for burning palm branches, many communities have made a tradition of preparing their own ashes during the weeks before Lent.

How long do I have to wear these ashes?  There is no rubric that states that ashes need to be worn outside of the Ash Wednesday liturgy, though you’ll see many smudged foreheads at work and on the streets on that day.  The wearing of ashes is meant to be a sign of our inward conversion, and, as the Gospel of the day warns, not a way to gain applause.  However, this could be a way to quietly evangelize our places of work and to find support from unknown fellow Catholics.

Is it a sin to not get ashes on Ash Wednesday?  Some people believe that it is a sin to miss receiving ashes on this day.  Some even believe that one would not go to heaven if he or she were not marked with blessed ashes.  Neither is true.  (Ash Wednesday is not even a holy day of obligation!)  This of course does not mean that we shouldn’t participate in this liturgy, nor does it mean that the symbol isn’t important.  Wearing ashes must reflect our desire to act from our baptismal promises.  Saying “we believe” requires us to live dead to sin.  Wearing ashes demands that we live alive for Christ.
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    St. Bernard's Weekday 

         Mass (during Lent) 
Tuesdays @ 12 Noon

February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31

LENT – A SENSE OF SEASON: Lent is the yearly celebration by the Church of its corporate conversion in Jesus Christ.  The highest point in the Church’s year of prayer is the Easter Triduum – Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil – celebrating the dying and rising of the Lord Jesus.  We prepare for this three-day period by the season of Lent and prolong it for the great 50 days of the Easter season.    Together, Lent, the Triduum and the Easter season make up the “paschal season”, the springtime of the Church.

On Wednesday, February 18th, we once again begin the season of Lent
How do we mark Lent in our churches?    During Lent we emphasize some things by their absence.  In the rituals of the Triduum we welcome back that which was absent; during the Easter season we give what was absent, renewed importance.  Lent demands an apparent plainness that says, “This is a time to get back to basics”.  We concentrate on the basics of the Word and the Eucharist in order to prepare ourselves to renew our baptismal vows at Easter.  Our efforts are meant to make more evident what is important about these 40 days: the assembly of the faithful, the penitents seeking reconciliation, and some years, candidates preparing to enter into communion with the Church and catechumens preparing for baptism during the Easter Vigil. 
During the Lenten season, we do not sing “Alleluia”.  The paschal candle is removed from the body of the church.  Baptisms are not usually performed during Lent, except in an emergency.  Some other Lenten traditions include the absence of flowers, greenery, plants and decorations.  The sanctuary is as bare as possible.

Lent has a double purpose.  It helps the catechumens to prepare for celebrating their baptism, confirmation, and the Eucharist at the Easter Vigil and invites those who are baptized to prepare through penance and prayer to renew their baptismal vows at the Vigil.

During Lent, it is especially important to realize the social consequences of sin as well as the fact that the heart of the virtue of penance is hatred of sin as an offence against God.  Lenten penance should be external and social as well as internal and individual.

Prayer, fasting and almsgiving are not just Lenten disciplines – they are, rather, the year-round regimen of Christian living; the disciplines that, many would say, form us as disciples.  During Lent, we try the best we can to get back to these basic disciplines.  Lent is like a retreat.  Throughout the year the church is directed out into the world, but during these 40 days we pull back into ourselves for reflection and self-examination.  We make ourselves “right with God”.  
Did you know…Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting & of abstinence from meat?
Christian fasting obtains its full meaning when we deprive ourselves of food in order to be more open for prayer, to share more in the suffering of those who are starving & to save money to give to the poor.  The law of abstinence from meat binds those who are 14 & older; the law of fasting binds those from 18 to 59 years of age.  Parents and educators are reminded of their duty to introduce children gradually to the understanding and practice of penance.
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EVENING PRAYER:  Christians are called in baptism to be people of prayer, to pray always, praising God and pleading for the world.  Our priest-moderator, Fr. Carroll, encourages us at the beginning of Lent to be more cognizant of prayer during the Lenten season.  Why not try gathering with the faith community for Evening Prayer?  It only takes up a half hour of your time.  We follow the format for Evening Prayer that is offered in our Catholic Book of Worship.  All parishioners of our parish unit are invited & encouraged to gather for Evening Prayer on Thursday evenings at St. Bernard’s Church at 7 PM -  February 19, 26, March 5, 12, 19, & 26.
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St. Bernard's CWL is starting a craft group on Wednesdays  in the church hall starting Feb 18th at 1 PM, All ladies please come and join us with your project ideas.  
World Day of Social Justice - Feb. 20:  Public conference hosted by the NB Common Front for Social Justice “Working Poor: what is the solution?” Fri., Feb. 20,11:30 - 1:30 at  St-Bernard’s Church,. Info. & to register, call 855-8977 or fcjsnb@nbnet.nb.ca.
Women’s Day of Reflection:  Women!  Are you looking to grow deeper with the Lord this Lenten season?  Please come join us for a day of reflection on Feb. 28th, from 9 AM-1 PM at St. Augustine’s Church.  Our morning will begin with Mass, celebrated by Fr. Laurence Quin-Morris.  The theme for this day is “Intentional Holiness”, based on the scripture of Matt. 5:48:  “Be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect”. The cost for the day is $10 and will be collected at the door during registration.  For more information or to register, please contact Deb D’Ettore at 215-0091, or email Deb at d.ettoredeb07@gmail.com.

Development and Peace - Lent 2015:  The Bishops of Canada endorse the Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace.  Each Lent, in co-operation with other churches, they continue to bring the needs of the Third World before the people of our country and encourage all to respond to God's generosity by supporting the works of CCODP.  On the 5th Sunday in Lent, a collection is taken up for developing countries.  Christians are urged to share their goods with others and thus express in a concrete way their desire to come closer to God and all God's children as a result of their Lenten efforts.  The offering should reflect the money saved through penitential fasting and set aside for God's people.  While the importance of this action for others should be emphasized, it should be kept within the framework of Lenten practice.  External and social penance is encouraged by the Church and can be expressed through this collection.
Matthew McLaughlin, a 15-year old St. Bernard's parishioner, will be working with a missions group on the streets of New York City during the coming Holy Week.  He needs to raise $800 in order to participate in this work & is hoping that he can count on some of his fellow St. Bernard's parishioners for some financial assistance to help defray the cost of the trip.  If you would like to & are able to make a donation or if you have any questions, please call  JoAnn McLaughlin at 386-6265 (answering machine available).  Thank you very much for your prayerful consideration of Matthew's request and any prayers you offer for Matthew throughout this experience.






