First Sunday of Advent                                                           
     November 27, 2016 
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To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.  

In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame.  Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in your be put to shame.

WELCOME TO THE PARISH UNIT OF

ST. BERNARD’S (Moncton)

SAINT VINCENT (Sackville)

SAINT CLEMENT (Port Elgin)

& SAINT BARTHOLOMEW (Melrose)
MASS TIMES

St. Bernard’s: Thursday @ 9:30 AM Saturday @ 4:00 PM Sunday @ 11:00 AM 

St. Vincent: Sunday @ 9:00 AM

St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's: Saturday @ 7 PM (alternating)
Priest is available for Confessions prior to Saturday Mass upon request.

PASTORAL MINISTRY TEAM:
Priest Moderator: Rev. Allison S. Carroll            Social Justice:  Claudia McCloskey 

Assistant:  (part-time) Rev. Charles Broderick   Catechetics:  Lorella Dunnett
Liturgy: Rick Shaw, Deb Gillespie                Adult Faith:  Dr. Andrew Wilson
STAFF:

Secretary: Darlene McGraw, sbhf@rogers.com                  Custodian:  Michel Saulnier

Bookkeeper:  Louise Tardif, stbacct@rogers.com              Facilities Manager: Mike Murphy 

Catechetical Coordinator:  Lorella Dunnett, lorella_st.bernards@hotmail.com 
OFFICE: 43 Botsford St. Moncton, NB E1C 4W9 Phone 857-0425 Fax 857-9565 

Web Site:  www.stbernardschurch.ca
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday: 9 AM–12 PM & 1 PM–4 PM 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK
Thurs.
Dec. 01
@   9:30 AM—late Barbara Pelletier


Sam & Donna
Sat. 
Dec. 03    @  4:00  PM—late Reg & Marie Russell

Barb & Terry
Sun. 
Dec. 04
@ 11:00 AM—anniv. late Pat Murphy

Family
OFFERINGS FROM NOVEMBER 19 & 20, 2016
Loose $ 690.20  Regular Envelopes (292) $ 5,813.00  Evangelization of People (1) $ 5.00
All Soul's Day (2) $ 30.00 Christmas Boxes (5) $ 860.00 Donations (2) $ 25.00 

Needy Fund (72) $ 2,117.00 Syrian Relief (1) $ 20.00  Karing Kitchen $ 36.75 
Capital Expenditure (20) $ 685.00
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Thank you for your generous and continued support! 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
· Carmelites - 1st Sat. of Month  - 10:30 - 12:30 - Church Hall
· Circle of Friends - Thursdays after 9:30 AM Mass - (see note below)
· RCIA - Nov. meeting - Wednesdays @ 7 PM Nov. 30 and Dec. 7 
· Next Baptisms - Sunday, November 27 @ 2 PM

· Next Baptism Preparation - Tuesdays, January 3 & 10, 2017
· Advent Penitential Service - St. Bernard's - Sunday, Dec. 4 @ 2 PM
· Advent Evening Prayer - 7 PM,  Thursdays, Dec. 1, 8, 15, & 22 
· Cathedral will open Sunday, Dec. 4th (not Nov. 27th as previously announced)
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 Ecclesiastes 3…Under every season there is a time…
A TIME TO HEAL…We remember in our prayers those who are sick...

Philip Barton, Emma Arsenault, Phyllis Sarsen, 
Evelyn Domingue, Zella O'Dell, & Grant Stevenson
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A TIME TO MOURN…
our sincere sympathies to the families of...
Marilyn F. Trites, Jackie deVarennes, Anne Parker,

Jean Francois Cormier and Allan Young.
        and to all who mourn the loss of a loved one...
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Thursday, December 8th will be the last gathering before Christmas.  Will resume in January
[image: image6.jpg]Sweet little Jesus boy,
help us to remember who you really are.

“This is how God showed his love
for us:
God sent his one and only son into
the world to give us life.”
1 John 4:9





 St. Bernard's Church is open Monday to Friday 11 AM to 1 PM.   (with the exception of statutory holidays)  Please feel very welcome to come and use the church at this time as an opportunity for quiet reflection, personal prayer, or simply a time of refreshment for the soul.  
More Volunteers are required. If you are interested in helping - please call the parish office at 857-0425
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CWL Monthly Meeting -  Monday, December 5, 2016

Annual Memberships Fees and Annual Reports Due

Money Tree and Gift Exchange

6:30 PM – Rosary in Church Hall prior to meeting

7:00 PM  - Short Meeting followed by our St. Nicholas’ Party

New Members Welcomed !!
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From the Offices of Faith Development, Liturgy and Youth Faith Development

To contact us: 
Ellen - 857- 9952 or ellen.diocesemoncton@gmail.com; 

Trevor - 857-4879 or trevord.diocese@gmail.com and 

Deb at liturgymoncton@gmail.com
First Week of Advent (Hope) - Young adults 19-39 have been invited to the Monday night (Nov. 28th) Advent Wreath making session at Immaculate Heart of Mary in Riverview at 6:30 PM.  Cost is $5.00 per wreath.  Register with Trevor.   Also, later in Dec. we will be making a donation of new socks/underwear to a local shelter and we ask that young adults start collecting those in preparation.  
Second Week of Advent (Peace) Prayer for Peace - Join our young adults group as we pray for peace during the second week of Advent.  We will gather at Immaculate Heart of Mary parish in Riverview at 7 PM, Monday, Dec. 5th.  Those planning to attend are asked to bring with them an object or symbol that somehow represents peace. All ages are welcome.   For more information contact Trevor.
Vision Bookstore:  Christmas Sale:   Come visit us at 45 York St., Moncton (Diocesan Centre) on Saturday, Dec. 3rd, 9 AM - 1 PM and take 
advantage of a special Christmas sale where most books and CDs (in stock) will be reduced by 10%.  Information: www.visionbookstore.ca Please visit our “Facebook Page” regularly and discover our new arrivals every week!  Note:  A large selection of books will be reduced to $1.00.

An Baile Gaelach:  A historical geography and genealogical study of Irishtown and her districts is finally completed.  At over 600 pages, the book is available for $40.00 from Linda Evans 389-9300 or irishroon@rogers.com
 
First Saturday of the Month Mass will be celebrated at the St. Bernard's church on December 3 at  9:30 AM. Doors open at 8:30. Rosary at 9:05.  All are welcome. 
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Calling All Knitters:   Yarn has been donated for knitters who wish to make hats, mittens, etc. for the Advent Mitten Tree. If you wish to do some knitting, you can pick up the yarn at the rectory office.   
Thank you to all the dedicated past and present knitters!
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DONATIONS TO THE PARISH  - YEAR END
All donations must be received prior to December 31st if they are to be included in the 2016 tax year.
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The Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace - Caritas Canada has launched an emergency fundraising campaign for Haiti.  With the support of the Executive Committee of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), Bishops across the country are encouraging their parishes to organize a special collection to assist the people of Haiti who are again impacted by a major natural disaster.  CCODP has already sent $ 50,000 from its Humanitarian Fund to Caritas Haiti.  The Development and Peace involvement with the Caritas network will provide food for 2,700 families hit by the hurricane and help reduce the risk of spreading infectious diseases.  Funds raised will be used to meet the need for sanitation, water, shelter and food as well as basic non-food items in the most affected regions of the country.  Each parish has been asked to organize a collection to help the Haitians whose country was once again devastated.  Here at St. Bernard's this collection will take place on the weekend of  Saturday, December 3rd and Sunday, December 4th.
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A Great Christmas Gift – Give a ticket to The MetroTones Pop Chorus Christmas charity concert on Friday, Dec. 9, 7:30 PM at the Moncton Wesleyan Celebration Ctr. in an effort to assist the working poor and homeless.   All proceeds go to the Food Depot Alimentaire, with assistance to the Ray of Hope Needy Kitchen & the Karing Kitchen.   Admission is $10 plus two or more non-perishable food items.  Tickets available at all 5 Jean Coutu Pharmacies, Read’s Newsstands (Mountain Rd. & Riverview) People’s Park Tower & Sobeys (Vaughan Harvey Blvd.) or a chorus member.  For info. Call 852-9664 or visit metrotones.org.
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For People in Need:  In the November envelopes you will see one for "People in Need". The monies collected in these envelopes are used for those in need in the community. Money for food for those who are in need and also in support of services provided by: ReConnect, Karing Kitchen, Salvus Medical Clinic,and Crossroads for Women to name a few.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Christmas Boxes:  St. Bernard's will be preparing 50 Christmas boxes for the needy this year in collaboration with the Food Depot Alimentaire. The number to call (until December 12) is 204-4882.  If you wish to make a donation specifically for the Christmas boxes, put it in a plain envelope with your name, address and envelope number (if applicable) indicating "for Christmas boxes" on it to receive tax receipt.
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Season of Advent:  The first Sunday of Advent - November  27th
Advent has a twofold nature:  It prepares us for Christmas, when we recall Christ's first coming among us, and it is also a time when we look forward to his second coming at the end of the ages.  Advent is a season of joyful expectation.  During Advent, each Sunday's Gospel reading has a specific focus.  The Old Testament readings, especially those taken from Isaiah, are prophecies about the Messiah and messianic times.  The selections from the writings of the Apostles present exhortations and instructions on different themes of this season.
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Advent Prayer:  Loving creator, we ask for your help as we begin this season of joyful expectation.  Give us the longing of your prophet Isaiah that our hearts may not settle for anything less than the coming of your reign.  Give us the honesty of John the Baptist that we may know our need for repentance and forgiveness.  And give us the courageous joy of Mary that we may become true disciples in spite of moments of uncertainty & sorrow.  God, give us patience that we might wait in hope for all your gifts to us.

Advent Penitential Services

Sunday, 
December 04 
St. Bernard's

2:00 PM

Monday

December 12
St. Augustine's

7:00 PM

Thursday
December 15
Holy Family

6:30 PM

[image: image16.jpg]


Advent Evening Prayer (Liturgy of the Hours)

Christians are called in baptism to be people of prayer, to pray always, praising God and pleading for the world.  Our priest-moderator, Fr. Carroll, encourages us at the beginning of Advent to be more cognizant of prayer during the Advent season.  Why not try gathering with the faith community for Evening Prayer?  It only takes up a half hour of your time.  We follow the format for Evening Prayer that is offered in our Catholic Book of Worship.  

All parishioners of our parish unit are invited and encouraged to gather for the Evening Prayer (Liturgy of the Hours) on Thursday evenings at St. Bernard’s Church at 7 PM - December 1, 8, 15, and 22.
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Remembering our Deceased Family & Friends with Christmas Flowers

Once again this year, you are invited to make monetary donations for our Christmas floral arrangements in memory of deceased loved ones.  All monies contributed will be used to purchase flowers that will decorate our church throughout the Christmas season.  If you would like to donate funds for Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one you may do so by completing the information below & placing it with your donation in a plain envelope.  That envelope can be put into the collection basket at mass or dropped off at the office. Names will be in the Christmas bulletin.  
Thank you to all those who donate to this yearly project.

In Memory of: 







 
 

Donated by:   









Address:        









Envelope #    



Amount donated $
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Advent season is the beginning of a new year in our liturgical church life.  Advent still remains a time of preparation, however, the focus is on a joyous preparation.  The circle of greens with four candles of the same color (white) signifies the unity of the season.  We do not break it up with one week being more joyous than another.  Advent is clearly identified as a season of anticipation, not of penance.  The color white connects us to the white of the Easter Candle (Paschal Candle or Christ Candle).  No matter what we celebrate throughout the liturgical year, it is always a part of the Paschal Mystery, the Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ.  We are an Easter people even during this season.  With the successive lighting of one, two, three and finally four candles, there is the idea of increasing light.  The Advent season should be an accounting of how we have lived our lives over the past year.  Have we become better disciples?  Has there been a change in our hearts?  If not what needs to change?  Has our faith life deepened?  How?  What steps have we taken to work on our relationship with God, with Jesus, with our Church community?  What are some of the acts of kindness or generosity that we could do that could start in Advent, but continue on throughout the year?  Could we adopt a senior and keep in contact with them throughout the year, by phone calls, cooking a meal, offering to drive them.  What about our caregivers who have loved ones they are taking care of.  Could we not offer to spend some time and allow them to go out for a few hours to rejuvenate them?  What about offering some time for the special care homes?  Do you play an instrument?  Could you go and offer once a month to entertain?  What about members of our community who live with cancer?  So often these people feel they are bothering other people.  They need help getting groceries, having a meal cooked or other special errands.  What about making other justice connections?

Advent is meant to be the beginning of a new heart for justice.  

How will you change this Advent season for the long term?

[image: image19.png]A TIME TO

WELCOME JESUS
INTO YOUR

HEART




Advent, Christmas, New Year’s Eve 
& New Year's Day

St. Bernard's - Evening Prayer - Thursdays @ 7 PM December 1, 8, 15, & 22
Christmas Eve (Saturday  - December 24)

	St. Bernard’s
	5 PM (family Mass), 8 PM & 10 PM


Christmas Morning (Sunday) - December 25)

	St. Bernard’s
	11 AM

	St. Vincent’s, Sackville
	11 AM  (includes both St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's)


New Year's Eve (Saturday - December 31)

	St. Bernard's
	4 PM

	St. Vincent's, Sackville
	7 PM (includes both St. Clement's & St. Bartholomew's)


New Year's Day (Sunday  - January 1)

	St. Bernard's
	11 AM








